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God saw that it was good 
  

 One evening Nisha was reading out from the Bible, "And God made the beast of the 
earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after 
its kind, and God saw that it was good” (Gen. 25). Angela commented “Aunty, I don’t like these 
beasts and creeping things, they harm us. I don’t know why God created such creatures”. “That’s 
not right, Angela, they don't harm us deliberately.  It's only when we either frighten them or hurt 
them do they react in self-defence. "But honestly, I wish God hadn't created such creatures." 

 “Angela, these creations are also a part of the web of life.  If any part of this web is 
broken, it will hurt nature and the natural rhythm will be disturbed." 

 “Aunty, what’s this web of life.” “It is a natural chain, and one creature is dependent 
upon another for its existence.  For instance, the frog eats the grasshopper, the snake eats the 
frogs, the eagles feed on snakes, the deer on green leaves, tiger feeds on deer, eagle on tiger, and 
when eagles die they become food for beetles and worms".  

 Now I've understood the web of life.  But if one part disappears, what will be the adverse 
impact?"  

 "Yes, I'll tell you.  I can illustrate it with several examples." Angela eagerly "Yes, please tell me, 
Aunty."  

 “This incident happened in Africa, where Hippopotamus existed in large numbers.  A 
hippo on an average consumes fifty-two kilograms of grass, which meant that there was not 
sufficient grass for the cattle. So people thought that if they get rid of all the hippos, the problem 
could be easily solved.  So they decided to kill all the hippos, and now the cattle had enough 
grass.  But soon, another serious problem cropped up; the children in that area began to die 
because of protein deficiency. Immediately investigations were carried out and they got an 
interesting finding.  The children used to regularly consumes ‘thilopia’ fish.  But when the 
hippos were killed, ‘thilopia’ fish also disappeared, because the algae, on which the fish used to 
feed, began to decrease owing to lack of nourishment.  The hippos used to rest in the water after 
feeding, so their dung became fertilizer for the algae.  When the hippos were around, Africans 
got plenty of thilopia protein-rich fish.  But when the hippos were killed the children also began 
to die because of protein deficiency.” 

 “You said you have plenty of illustrations. Tell me some more.” 

 “How many do you want to hear?” 

 “Two more.” 
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 "The next is an incident that occurred in Papua New Guinea island. To kill mosquitos DDT 
was sprayed in the houses and the surrounding areas. Along with the mosquitoes, cats and lizards 
were also destroyed; consequently, the rats multiplied and destroyed the foodstuff.  Eventually, 
they had to charter two aeroplanes of cats from Australia to solve the problem. 

 “It seems cats are VIPs.” 

 “Not only cats but all creatures that help to maintain the ecological balance are VIPs.” 

 "Aunty this is interesting. Tell me hear one more story”. 

 'Let's take the next illustration from China. The Chinese used to see large flocks of sparrows 
visiting the wheat fields frequently.  The farmers began to fear that this would affect their 
harvest, and so they killed all the sparrows. Now they felt that the wheat production would 
increase.  As expected it increased the next year.  But in the third year they found that the wheat 
plants were affected by pests. When the wheat plants sprout the sparrow used to catch the worms 
found on these plants.  When the plants' flower it was the sparrows who used to protect them 
from worms, which would otherwise destroy the plants. So these sparrows were doing a great 
job."  

 "So birds help us to sustain our life?"  

 "Yes, that's why after creating each creature, God found that it was good. In Acts 10:9-16 we 
find that in Peter's vision,  

 “About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the 
city, Peter went up on the roof to pray.  He became hungry and wanted something to eat, 
and while the meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance. He saw heaven opened and 
something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four corners. It contained all 
kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles and birds. Then a voice told him, “Get up, 
Peter. Kill and eat.” “Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have never eaten anything 
impure or unclean.” The voice spoke to him a second time, “Do not call anything impure 
that God has made clean.”This happened three times, and immediately the sheet was taken 
back to heaven”. “God did not create anything unclean.  Every creature is a part of this 
web of life and it's our responsibility to take care of them”. 

“Thank you, Aunty, I have been really enlightened." 

 

Impact of Globalisation 
 

 Uncle Thomas  of Dream Mount was popular with both the young and old alike.  It was 
his art of narrating stories that endeared him to all;  these stories were not just stories but dream 
stories.  Maybe that’s  how the village earned the name Dream Mount. Uncle Thomas   was not 
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only well known in his community alone, but he was also popular in the nearby villages.  People 
from the neighbourhood came to listen to his dreams and its interpretations. 

 The youngsters used to make fun of Uncle Thomas  , "Dreams can never become realities". But 
he had an answer for that.  In Genesis chapter 25, God gave his promises to Jacob through a 
dream.  In Genesis Ch. 37, God gave his people clues regarding the future of Joseph in a dream.  
In Genesis  Chapter 47, Pharoah’s dream was also a vision of the future.  In the book of Daniel, 
Nebuchadnazzar’s dream was also a prophecy of the future.  The angel appeared to Joseph in a 
dream. Uncle Thomas  firmly believed that if dreams are correctly interpreted, they will be the 
visions of the future.  He felt that this was a divine gift as the interpretation of the dreams he had 
seen in the past was a revelation of God's will.  

 Way back in the nineties Uncle Thomas  saw an unusual dream.  As usual, he went to bed after 
reading the Bible. The Bible portion that he read that night was from Genesis the story of the 
creation. Maybe because he had read and meditated on this particular portion, he saw a dream 
related to the creation story.  In the dream, he saw God coming down to the earth.  There was a 
beautiful garden with different varieties of plants surrounded by other beautiful gardens 
separated by lakes and hills.  God called Adam and Eve and told them, "This garden is very 
beautiful, and it has all that you need for food.  You can work here and use everything in this 
garden.  But don't desire other gardens. Don't eat the red fruits that you see in the other gardens 
and don't plant those in excess in this garden." After God left, both Adam and Eve walked 
through their garden and found it was good.  Then they looked around and saw that the other 
gardens were even more beautiful.  They saw the red fruits and their mouths watered.  As they 
stood there longing for the red fruit, a snake approached them and said, "if you eat that red fruit 
you will become like God, that is why God has forbidden you to eat that fruit.  The snake 
tempted them with the red fruit and told them to destroy the barriers between the gardens and 
allow the seeds of the red fruit to grow in their garden as well.  

 At the moment,  Uncle Thomas  woke up, and he did not understand the meaning of his dream,  
moreover, it's not possible to interpret all dreams.  King Nebuchnezer forgot his dream, and it 
was only through Daniel’s vision that he was able to recall his dream. 

 Two years later, Uncle Thomas  saw this same dream and also the next part of the dream. The 
tree bearing the red fruit began to flourish and became a huge tree.  But owing to its shade the 
growth of small plants was thwarted. Till then, different varieties of fruits and vegetables were 
available. But now only the red fruits were available in abundance.  

 God again appeared in the garden and called Adam and Eve, but this time they were afraid to 
come into his presence because they had disobeyed God.  Eve told Adam to go into God's 
presence, and she would come later.  Adam went into God's presence, but with an expression of 
guilt on his face. God disapproved of their actions and said, 'I gave you a garden with all that you 
required for a comfortable life, but in disobedience, you planted an exotic tree and destroyed 
everything." They remained silent. God accused them "You will not be able to enjoy the harvest 
of your agriculture or get a profit.  You will be poverty-stricken.  
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 Again Uncle Thomas  woke up.  But he could not recall the dream. Next year he still saw the 
same dream with another part.  Adam and Eve were in dire poverty, and they cried out to God.  
God heard their prayer, and he spoke to them, "I placed you in this garden to take care of it, and I 
also provided you with all that you required.  But you broke my commandment and desired the 
other gardens.  You planted the seeds of the red fruit (forbidden fruit) and destroyed your own 
garden." Eve attempted to justify their actions, "It was the snake that tempted us. The snake gave 
the fruits not only to us but to the other gardens as well.  Those red fruits can be seen in all the 
other gardens."  

 God then related an incident. "Once everyone joined together to build the tower of Babel. They 
wanted it to reach the sky and have authority over everything. This was against the will of God, 
and he destroyed it, and as a result, many languages, nations and cultures evolved.  The attempt 
to propagate these red fruits in all the gardens is similar to the attempts made to build the tower 
of Babel.  You  suffered as a result of your disobedience to my commands.  Now I have come to 
suggest alternatives in answer to your cry.  You must boycott this tree, and if you abandon this 
inexpensive, tasty fruit for the more expensive and less tasty fruit, it will alleviate your sufferings 
to a certain extent."  

 At this point, Uncle Thomas woke up, but he could not understand the dream.  But he felt that 
there was some meaning in the dream that he had seen then, so he began to pray to God to enable 
him to interpret the dream. Uncle Thomas    began to read the newspapers and magazines in 
order to relate the dreams to the present-day context.  He also shared this with his fellow human 
beings and social scientists. Finally, he had a revelation.  He was able to interpret the dreams.  
He called together the learned people of the village and explained the dream to them. 

 This was Uncle Thomas’s interpretations, "The gardens that I saw in my dreams are the different 
nations. Each nation has been provided with suitable food for its people according to its climatic 
conditions.  India has been endowed with rich biodiversity. Adam and Eve represent the people, 
and the red fruit is the symbol of multinational companies. National companies cannot compete 
with multinational companies.  The mass production by multinational companies will enable 
them to sell the products at a cheaper rate which will be a potential threat to the national 
companies. The snake that brought the red fruit represents the GATT treaty;  because of this 
treaty agricultural products did not get profit. As the barrier between the nations was broken, it 
became easy to import and export commodities.  The revelation is that poverty will increase."  

 Tiju, the Panchayat president “we already know these things, there is no need for dreams 
to explain them." Uncle Thomas    replied, "That's the last part of my dream.  We must boycott 
all the commodities that have come into India because of the GATT treaty.  Even if the products 
are more expensive and less attractive, we must decide to use only our products.  

 Kevin, who had studied economics, caught the idea, "I will clarify that. Instead of 
drinking coco-cola,  we must learn to drink tender coconut, water or lemon juice.  The 
companies that manufacture coco-cola will lose its business. (Coco-cola has no nutritional 
value). The price of coconuts will go up, which will be beneficial to the local farmers.  I will give 
you another example.  We should manufacture and distribute bathing soap for our panchayat 
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members.  In this way, we can boycott the soap manufactured by multinational companies. The 
price of coconut oil will go up and through the local soap companies, many people will get 
employed, besides the multinational companies will not take away our profit.  Moreover, we can 
use the profit for the development of our panchayat. There are many resources in  our village 
which we can tap.” 

Anjay “what are the resources?” 

Kevin, "India has the richest biodiversity in the world, which is our capital, that we have to 
protect and market.  The Vicks formula was actually from the manuscript of Indian Rishis, but 
now the multinational companies are reaping the profit of that. 

Tiju expressed his doubt, “all this is very costly  where can we find the funds for projects in this 
panchayat.” 

Janakeeasuthram ( People of the local body planning about the development projects) ought to 
fund such projects. "That's true we have sufficient funds, and it should be utilized fruitfully.  If I 
had known this earlier, the funds allotted for Janakyasuthranam would not have been wasted. 
Only if the villages are self – sufficient can we resist the adverse impacts of globalization and 
also all the village must unite setting aside their political affiliations 

“I have learnt this secret, so that anywhere, at any time, I am 
content, whether  I am full or hungry, whether I have too 
much or too little”. Philippians 4: 12 

 

 Use Natural Resources Judiciously 

 Kurangumala is a small hill which had been frequented by monkeys, and maybe that's 
how it got its name.  Now no monkeys are to be seen, and it has become a small hill. Since most 
of the inhabitants of the village have returned from abroad, it has an urban culture. Though most 
of them wanted to buy flats and settle down in big cities, they were compelled to stay at 
Kurangumala as they did not wish to forsake the land of their forefathers. This thwarted desire 
was manifested in their modus operandi. They were highly disappointed that their dreams and 
expectations could not be realized in this rural setup.  They wanted to change the name of their 
village to Monkey Mount City and transform the culture of the town into a western one.  

  Sunday is generally set apart as a day of worship for Christians.  One Sunday Tiju 
during the church service happened to focus on the church.  He felt that this was a shame as the 
present-day modern houses all have granite flooring.  After the service Tiju shared this idea with 
his friend Mathew who also felt the same.  So they approached the vicar. 

 Vicars are generally interested in church constructions and renovations and their primary 
concern when they are in charge of a new parish is whether any building is possible, because 
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only that will be remembered forever. In this parish, however, the new vicar did not have to take 
any trouble to find out because the parishioners themselves came up with the demand of flooring 
renovation. Vicar "Tiju this seems to be God's will.  Both of you must take the initiative for this. 
Next week I will convene a general body meeting and entrust both of you with this work."  Both 
of them were delighted that they were going to be popular in their church and village. They 
spread the news throughout the village and began building  castles in the air.  

 But unfortunately, the church general body did not proceed smoothly as expected. The youth 
wing opposed the idea on three grounds and made their stand clear...1) There is nothing wrong 
with this flooring which is intact. Moreover, we use this church only for 2 – 3 hours a week. 

2) Church renovation or building construction is not the primary mission of the church.  
Rs. One lakh set apart for this may be used profitably for social service, 3) Moreover, now 
sand mining has been prohibited, and it is not right for the church to use sand for 
renovation.  

 This was a great set back for Tiju and Mathew who had been dreaming of becoming stars 
through this.  Anjay their rival, envious of their growing popularity wanted to oppose this, but 
having no points, he supported Kevin.  Those who were reluctant to give donations now joined 
them, and this led to a great division in the church and the vicar was in a very delicate position.  

 Tiju whispered to Mathew "we can't go back on this controversial issue. This will affect 
us personally."  So he made certain strategic moves.  He offered to donate 50% of the cost of 
removing the church flooring, and Mathew offered another 30%. The members soon began to 
shift loyalties. Some of them felt we don't have to contribute.  They are going to beautify the 
church with someone's donations. So why should we worry."  So they supported the move.  As 
the majority of the members were of the same opinion the vicar decided to go ahead with the 
renovation.  

 The renovation began under the initiative of Tiju and Mathew and the church politics also 
intensified. But the vicar did not make any attempt for reconciliation at the moment fully aware 
that for the smooth completion of the renovation there should be two groups with one group  in 
full control.  There was also no need for fund raising as well.  Soon the renovation and polishing 
were over and the dedication conducted with great pomp and show. 

 After the dedication, the vicar announced that the members should not use footwear 
inside the church as the floor had been polished.  Kevin and his followers disobeyed this, 
whereas some remained neutral because they had arthritis and found it difficult to stand barefoot 
for two or three hours. Those who found it difficult to disobey began to bring newspapers.  After 
the service, the sexton and the committee members had a tough time cleaning up.  Meanwhile, 
another incident took place.  One of the senior members slipped and fell while going for the 
communion.  Kevin and his group took up this issue immediately and seized this opportunity to 
draft a petition to the Bishop pointing out that the corruption and also demerits of the granite 
flooing.  
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 Mathew suggested to carpet the church floor.  But Thomas disapproved this pointing out that the 
granite flooring would not be seen if it is carpeted.   

 Meanwhile, the church politics worsened, and the Bishop summoned the two groups to the 
Bishop's Office.  Tiju’s group highlighted all the good things that they had done for the parish.  
While Kevin’s group accused them of corruption. The Bishop, after listening carefully to the two 
groups, remained silent for a while.  Then pointing to his cassock, he asked them about the 
colour his cassock. 

They responded immediately – “saffron.” 

“Who are the ones who generally use saffron robes?” 

“Sanyasin’s” was the response. 

“Who are sanyasins?” 

“Sanyasins are people who have renounced worldly life.” 

"Yes, the Bishop continued, "saffron cassock is a symbol which is symbolic of the activities 
and mission of the church and it is our task to fulfil it.” The members began to feel that the 
Bishop was evading the issue.  Tiju rather indignantly “Bishop, the issue is church 
construction  and church politics and not the saffron robes of the bishop.” 

 "Yes, that's exactly what I'm trying to say.  We need a good building to pray and worship.  
There is nothing wrong in renovating the flooring of the church.  But when we focus on that, we 
are likely to forget our real mission.  Such matters are, in fact, a part of the consumeristic culture. 
We will not get real satisfaction if we focus on unnecessary extravagance.  The real sacrifice is to 
say no to comforts even when we can afford it.  That's what I expect my members to do.  We 
must teach our members to use natural resources judiciously.  Anjay pleased “so Bishop our 
stand is right.” 

 "I have not said that.  If necessary, there is nothing wrong in renovating the floor.  But that is not 
the primary mission of the church.  Before renovating the floor, there are other areas that have to 
be renovated.” 

 Tiju, "Which areas do you mean Thirumeni.” 

 Thirumeni, "your hearts, if the hearts of both the groups were as clear as crystal, 
then there would not have been any church quarrels.  You are a very hard-hearted people."  

 Both groups attempted to justify themselves.  Anjay said, “Bishop their attempt to use the 
church to promote themselves was the cause of all issues.   

 Tiju, "Their intention is basically to oppose all good things.  They continued to accuse 
each other.  Eventually, the Bishop opened the Bible and read out the portion about a prostitute 
being caught in the act and brought before Jesus by the Pharisees.  According to the law, such a 
person should be stoned. Jesus quietly asked them, "what do you say?" Jesus quietly told them, 
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the person who is not guilty of any sin should throw the first stone.  One by one, all of them left.  
When the Bishop raised his head, the room was empty, except for the vicar.  

 The Bishop told him, I'm not going to give any verdict on this issue.  God will evaluate your 
ministry on the basis of how you have been able to lead the people entrusted to you in the 
Christian way.  Your mission is not to confine God in beautiful church buildings.  The 
Bishop continued to read the Bible, and the vicar too left quietly.   

                                

                     DO NOT POLLUTE RIVERS 
Once on a visit to Japan,  I had an opportunity to see the adverse impacts of water 

pollution on human lives caused by the dumping of pollutants into the ocean from the factory 
waste.  This tragic incident that occurred at Minamata in Japan, not only adversely impacted 
aquatic life but also human beings.  As this tragedy occurred in Minamata, this disease came to 
be known as Minamata disease.  

 One of the Minamata disease victims Hamamatho related his sad story: "We are mostly 
fisherfolk, fishing and aquaculture being our main source of livelihood.  Initially, we did not pay 
heed to the grave changes in the sea – a great number of fishes began to die without any reason, 
and we didn't understand this tragic phenomenon.  In 1955, when I was just nineteen, I 
experienced severe knee pain followed by numbness in my fingers and shivering, and on July 22 
1955, I went to consult a doctor.  As I complained of excessive fatigue, the doctor recommended 
rest and a good diet.  According to the doctor's advice, I remained idle and ate raw fish from the 
sea, ‘sanishi’ our best food.  But strangely the numbness and shivering only aggravated.  I went 
for treatment to three different hospitals and finally ended up at Kumamoto University hospital. 

Meanwhile, I had to give up fishing – my only source of livelihood.  I joined Chiso factory on 
Dec. 22nd 1955, keeping my illness a secret.  In the spring of 1956, this disease began to spread, 
and soon my relatives and neighbours also became victims.  On May 1st 1956, this disease caught 
the attention of the public, though the victims of this disease kept this a secret for fear of societal 
alienation. In August 1956, while serving in the factory, I became paralysed and was admitted in 
Chiso hospital and later in  Kumamoto University hospital.  My father too became a victim of 
this disease, and  I was upset.  Soon my father died after acute suffering.  From 1956 onwards, 
the victims and their families struggled with poverty and suffering and eventually succumbed to 
death.  Many of the survivors who remained faced a bleak future."  

 Another lady shared her painful experience with me, “I am a fisherman’s wife, living 
with my in-laws.  My father-in-law became a victim of Minamata disease in 1957 and died in 
1971, and my mother-in-law too became a victim and is undergoing treatment.  I was born in 
1929 and my husband in 1933. My husband too is a victim of Minamata disease.  I had through 
him several pregnancies. My first child was born in 1948. She was a healthy child, but her child 
born in 1964 became a victim of this disease.  My second child born in 1954 was a victim of this 
disease, and she died in 1956. The third time I delivered twins in 1956, one was stillborn, and the 
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other died twelve days later.  In 1957 I had a miscarriage, the next year I gave birth to my fifth 
child, who is alive, but mentally challenged. In 1960 I had yet another miscarriage. My sixth 
child was born in 1961 but died four days later. In 1962 I had another miscarriage.  Though I'm 
not physically paralysed, I'm heartbroken and mentally shattered. I have no words to explain my 
deep sorrows and heartache.  My experience is not an isolated one; it is but one among the many 
tragic experiences of several mothers and grandmother of my time.  My only prayer is that you 
may not be affected by such tragic impacts of industrialization”. 

 These tragic experiences shared by the two are  only representative of a broader community who 
have been severely affected by the adverse impacts of water pollution and who have been denied 
a happy life and thus losing all hope for the future.  This is the first incident in the world 
regarding Water Pollution.  

All forms of pollution are wrong and sinful. The rivers, which are the sources of abundant life 
should never be polluted. 

 "And by the river upon the bank thereof, on this side and that side, shall grow all trees for 
meat, whose leaf shall not fade, neither shall the fruit there of be consumed; it shall bring 
forth new fruit according to his moths, because their waters they issued out of the 
sanctuary: and the fruit thereof shall be for meat and the leaf thereof for medicine".  
Ezekiel 47:12 

 

THE CHURCH’S RESPONSE TO TERMINATOR SEEDS 
 

The negative impacts of Terminator seeds was highlighted by a Filipino girl at an 
international conference where I was a also a participant. “I  belong to a particular Filipino 
community. We generally cultivated paddy using the original paddy seeds kept for the purpose.  
As these seeds were edible quality seeds, we did not require pesticides or chemical fertilizers for 
cultivation.  We used to produce sufficient paddy for food as well as seeds.  A few years ago, an 
organization came to the Philipines. They claimed that they had high-quality seeds which would 
give an abundant harvest, but we were not ready to accept it. But they did not give up; they 
continued to tempt us by offering free seeds, pesticides and chemical fertilizers. A few of them 
yielded to their temptations and accepted their offer and began cultivation with the genetically 
modified seeds. Gradually the original sound quality seeds that required no pesticides and 
chemical fertilizers disappeared.  When the organization realized this, they began to charge a 
nominal amount for the seeds, pesticides and chemical fertilizers on the pretext of the increasing 
demand from the farmers.  There was no point in protesting, so they paid the nominal amount.  
The following year they began to extract the full amount.  When we complained they came up 
with an alternative – they would link them to the company from which they could avail loans 
that could be repaid at the time of harvest.  As we were uneducated, we failed to see the 
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underlying implications in their strategy.  Year by year, the cost increased.  In short, we soon 
became debtors, unable to repay the loans.  Today, in our midst, there is no peace, only turmoil”.   

 I did not then understand the full implication of this girl’s story that I had heard years 
ago. It was only when I came to know about the terminator seed, that I realized its gravity.  The 
farmer was losing his control over his seed, but the multinational companies were gaining the 
monopoly over it.  In this technological era, most of the research in the agricultural sector is done 
under the cover of multinational companies, who only focus on profit.  High-yielding seeds are 
produced through genetic engineering. If these seeds are readily available in the market, the 
companies will lose their monopoly over it.  So they decided to market only terminator seeds, 
which can be used only once and the farmer will have to buy new seeds for each cultivation.  
Moreover, when terminator seeds are used in one region, there is the possibility that through 
cross-pollination the quality of the seeds of other plants will also be affected. 

 The popularizing of the terminator seeds throughout the world has become very easy as the 
export-import restriction have been lifted.  Now in all types of cultivation, these terminator seeds 
have been introduced.  In future, the fate of the farmer will be in the hands of multinational 
companies.    

 In this context, what should be the stand of the Christian churches on this vital issue?  We can 
decide on whom we are going to support – the poverty-stricken farmer or the profit-making 
multinational companies.    Many organizations are protesting against the introduction of 
terminator seeds in India.  The stand that we take as a church will undoubtedly strengthen these 
such protests.  

And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all 
the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. Genesis 1:29  

 

IN HARMONY WITH NATURE 
Most houses have beautiful gardens and roses are very common in these gardens.  The 

roses in the garden invariably indicate the nature of the people dwelling there.  If the roses have 
big thorns, it suggests that the people living in the house adopt a hostile attitude to life. We may 
wonder why  rose plants are thorny.  God made them thorny to protect the beautiful roses.  Wild 
rose plants have bigger and sharper thorns.  Whenever the rose plants are taken care of properly, 
it is very often noticed that the thorns will become smaller and softer.  

As many will disagree with this observation, let me record specific experimental findings 
to prove this.  In 1915 Sri. Manohar Barve visited Mandala where Lokmanya Tilak had been 
jailed for six years.  The jail warden, a Muslim, told him, “Before Tilak’s arrivals all the plants 
here will dry and unhealthy.  But after his arrival, the plants became healthy and began to flower.  
But after he left the plants returned to their former state.  Even though we watered and cared for 
the plants, there was no change”. This clearly proves that plants can react to human emotions.  
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Another story of an ayurvedic doctor who grew roses without thorns has also been recorded.  
Again the story of Luther Barbanac, a botanist who grew cactus plants without thorns has been 
recorded.  He claimed that he used to talk to his plants lovingly. 'You don't need to fear anyone, 
so why do you need thorns?  I will take care of you." After a year the catches shed its thorns.  So 
this means that if we talk to plants lovingly, though they may not understand our language they 
will feel our emotions. 

 Prof. T. N. Singh, who was a professor at Annamalai University, conducted 
several experiments which will strengthen the above arguments.  He wanted to find out the 
impact of music on plants.  Every day he used to play the Violin for the plants.  After a few 
weeks, the Balsom plants attained good growth and put on a lot of leaves.  After conducting 
similar experiments on different kinds of plants, he concluded that harmonious sounds would 
result in better growth, flowering and seed production.  Prof. Singh further conducted identical 
experiments on paddy and found these music increased its yield.  Music has influenced not only  
plants but also animals too.  There is a story of Ramana Maharshi in Tamilnadu when he goes for 
a walk cattle and other pet animals accompany him.  When he reaches the forest, the wild 
animals also join him, and they spend time together and then return to their respective shelters.  
There is a mysterious power in the universe, which is beyond our five senses.  According to the 
Christian church history, Francis of Assissi was a person who had this power.  Animals were his 
friends, and he understood their languages.  

The Bible calls for a harmonious co-existence with nature, which is only possible by a 
change in our attitude and lifestyle. 

The wolf will live with the lamb,the leopard will lie down with the goat,the calf and 
the lion and the yearling[a] together;and a little child will lead them. The cow will 
feed with the bear,their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw 
like the ox.The infant will play near the cobra’s den, and the young child will put 
its hand into the viper’s nest.They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy 
mountain,for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the LORD as the waters 
cover the sea.             Isaiah 11:6-9 

                                    

GROANING CREATION 

 

Anil Agarwal, an activist, who fought for a lifetime against ecological hazards eventually 
succumbed to death.  At the age of 54, Agarwal died of cancer on January 2nd, 2002 reminding 
us that ecologically hostile and blind development of the present time will ultimately lead to 
death. The recent increase in the number of vehicles is the primary cause of atmospheric 
pollution, and it was Agarwal who predicted that in Delhi, where the pollution is highest, one out 
of seven persons would become cancer patient.  

 Anil Agarwal a mechanical engineer started the NGO centre for science and environment 
and also the fortnightly 'Down to Earth...' In 1986, the then Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, invited 
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Agarwal to address the central ministers on Ecology and Development. Agarwal got the 
opportunity to address the different committees of the Indian Parliament.  The Indian 
Government honoured Agarwal with the Padma Bhushan and Padmasree awards.  It was through 
him and the organization that the concept of water harvesting to combat drought gained 
popularity.  Moreover, it was Agarwal who inspired the Government to bring out CNG vehicles 
to reduce atmospheric pollution in Delhi.  

 Unfortunately, in 1994, Anil Agarwal fell a victim to cancer. In 1996 he published his story in 
Down to Earth. "I had never dreamt of writing any story as a victim of ecological pollution.  The 
term cancer is frightening, an incurable disease with a harrowing end.  Even the poisonous 
treatment is a painful one.  Just imagine your reaction if you are told that you are suffering from 
a rare type of cancer.  In any case, that is just what happened.  I was told that I had a tumour in 
my brain, which would gradually affect my eyesight, spinal cord leading to paralysis and 
eventually death.  At that moment, I felt how merciful God is to those who die peacefully in their 
sleep.  

 I went to America for my treatment.  They treated me with poisonous drugs to destroy the bad 
cells that affected my eyesight.  Later they gave me an antidote for this poisonous drug.  I 
thought I was completely cured, but in 1995 the cancer cells reappeared.  The doctors suggested 
that I repeat the treatment, and I would get relief for perhaps another year.  But I was unhappy 
and sought better treatment.  

 In modern science, the latest treatment was a bone marrow transplant.  So in 1996, I underwent 
a bone marrow transplant, and I temporarily felt that I had escaped from this fatal disease.  
However, let time decide.  Meanwhile my only prayer was that some cure for cancer might be 
found.  

 You may doubt the relevance of a cancer patient's story in this context.  But with my long 
experience as an ecological activist, I can say that my cancer is an impact of environmental 
pollution.  I can evaluate things in this light of my articles, books and talks on ecological 
pollution.  

 We are generally under the impression that the adverse impacts of pollution will only 
affect the poor, while the rich will easily escape.  But unfortunately the learned souls of our 
country have forgotten a basic ecological fact – all the poisonous things that we discard will re-
enter our body through air, water and food and soon we will become a victim of cancer”.  

 “This is my story today, and perhaps it may be yours tomorrow."  Five years after 
publishing this story, Agarwal lost hope and his struggles ended with his death.  

The number of cancer patients is on the rise. To save ourselves from this dreadful disease, 
shouldn't we also join the struggle against this pollution.  Let us pray for the liberation of our 
beautiful creation from the appalling impacts of atmospheric pollution.  

For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. For the 
creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in 
hope  that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the 
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freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation has been 
groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now.  And not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for 
adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. (Romans. 8:19-23). 
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