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Earth Bible Sermons, an effective tool -
Most Rev. Dr. G. Dyvasirvadam

Moderator : The Most Rev.Dr.G. Dyvasirvadam, Deputy Moderator : The Rt.Rev.Thomas K. Oommen,

General Secretary : Rev.Dr.D.R.Sadananda, Hon. Treasurer : Adv.C.Robert Bruce,

Chairman SECC : The Rt.Rev. B.N Fenn, Hon. Director  & Convener : Prof.Dr. Mathew Koshy Punnackadu

Earth Bible sermons are an effective tool to teach the eco theological concerns to
the congregation, said the Most Rev.Dr.G.Dyvasirvadam, Moderator of Church of
South India while releasing the Earth Bible Sermons volume1 by giving the first copy
to Bishop Baker Ninan Fenn , Chairman of the Ecological Concerns Committee of CSI
on 8th April during the special synod session held at Chennai. Twenty four Presbyters
from eleven Dioceses contributed sermons to the volume 1 and it was edited by Dr.
Mathew Koshy Punnacakdu, Hon.director of CSI Synod Department of Ecological
Concerns.  Earth Bible sermons are the readings of the Bible from the perspective of

the Ear th. The sermons are
the biblical responses if
Jesus would have had to face
the present ecological issues.
It is a listening and
responding to Bible texts from
the standpoint of Earth. Most
Rev.Dr.G.Dyvasirvadam, Moderator, Rt.Rev.Thomas K
Oommen, Deputy Moderator, Rev.Dr.D.R.Sadananda,
General Secretary, Adv.Rober t Bruce appreciated the
efforts of the Department of Ecological Concerns in bringing
out a unique and innovative book. (ISPCK publication
Rs.225, $10 )
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Earth day Celebrations and Green Clergy Fellowship
at Ooty 21st and 22nd April 2015 at Ooty

Don’t dilute Environmental laws
Bishop Thomas K Oommen, Deputy Moderator of CSI

T he alarming trend of the central
government to dilute the environmental acts
formulated by the parliament after a long
debate and discussion in the pretext of
Development is suicidal, according to
Bishop Thomas K Oommen,deputy
Moderator of CSI. He was inaugurating the
two- day Earth Day celebrations organized
by the Department of Ecological Concerns
of CSI at Ootty.  There should be an
ecological balance in all developmental

works.  The present ecological degradation
is due to the overexploitation of nature. The
Earthday celebrations should be the
occasion to pledge our commitment for
conserving the nature, the Bishop
stressed. Bishop Timothy Ravinder
presided over the meeting.  Mr. C.R.
Neelakantan delivered the keynote
address.  Rev. Royce Manoj Victor,
Rev.RameshBabu, Director of Department
of Ecology of Coimbatore Diocese Mr. S
.David Mangaladoss, Treasurer of
Coimbatore Diocese and Dr.Mathew
Koshy Punnackadu gave leadership for the
two- day conference. Coimbatore Diocese
hosted the two -day conference. 49 Clergy
from various Dioceses participated.
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Lady Teachers Conference 14th and 15th May 2015 at Chennai

August 2015

The teachers
have a great role in
training their students for
an eco friendly life, said
Rev. Dr. Ramany
Dyvasrivadam while
inaugurating the two day
lady teachers conference
on 14th at CSI Centre,
Chennai. Rev. Dr. D.R.
Sadananda presided over
the meeting.  44 lady

Train your students for
an eco-friendly life

Rev.Dr.Ramany Dyvasirvadam, President of Women’s Fellowship

teachers from five states of South India participated in the conference. Dr.Ranjith Daniels, Ms.Dr.
Jaysree Vencatesan, Rev.Dr.Royce Manoj victor, Dr.Azir Ebeneser and Dr.Mathew Koshy Punnackadu
presented papers in various sessions.
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World Environment day Celebrations
4th and 5th June 2015 at Chennai

CONSUME CAREFULLY FOR A HEALTHY FUTURE
Rt. Rev. Thomas K. Oommen, Deputy Moderator

Living within planetary boundaries is
the most promising strategy for ensuring a
healthy future, said Bishop Thomas K
Oommen, inaugurating the World
Environment Day celebration of Church of
South India held at Chennai. Human
prosperity need not cost the earth. Living
sustainably is about doing more and better
with less. It is about knowing that increasing
rates of natural resource use and the
environmental impacts that occur are not a
necessary by-product of economic growth.
The well-being of humanity, the environment, and the
functioning of the economy, ultimately depend upon the
responsible management of the planet’s natural resources.
Deputy moderator said that the evidence is building that people
are consuming far more natural resources than what the planet
can sustainably provide.

Rev.Dr.Chilkuri Vasantha Rao, Dr.Annie Josphine  and
Dr.Mathew Koshy Punnackadu addressed the gathering. CMS
College, Kottayam, Bishop Heber College, Trichy and Peet
Memorial College, Maveliakra made the power point presentions
of  the innovative eco activities in their Colleges.
Representatives from various Dioceses, fraternal delegates from
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Let the Church alert the people  against  the
life threatening activities of the corporate bodies,  said
the renowned environmentalist, Dr.Claude Alvares while
inaugurating the  three day  Green Clergy workshop at
CSI Retreat Centre, Goa.  Dr.Claude Alvares, Director
of Goa foundation continued, we are not against
development, but we want to know whose development
the government is taking care of. We are concerned
about the development of the people in Goa. Let Grama
Sabhas take a decision on the type of the development
the people of that area want. Rich people from outside
Goa were coming here to purchase our land for building
tourist resorts. The Goa foundation which was founded

CHURCH SHOULD ALERT AGAINST THE LIFE -
THREATENING FORCES

Dr. Claude Alvares
in 1986,  fighting environmental battles. The Foundation
has filed and fought more than 80 Public Interest
Litigations in the High Court and the Supreme Court of
India on different environmental issues. These petitions
deal with mining, forests, beaches, pollution from
industry, town planning, etc.  The organization has
remained at the forefront of environmental education
efforts. From time to time, Goa foundation holds public
interest law courses for the general public, with a strong
emphasis on environmental concerns. The Foundation
continues to work on specific environmental problems
facing the state of Goa including the management and
handling of solid wastes. While inaugurating the workshop
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Marthoma, CNI and Methodist churches participated in the
WED celebrations.

The Depar tment of Ecological concerns organized a
consultation with the representatives of Marthoma, CNI and
Methodist Church on 4th June 2015 at Chennai.
Rev.Dr.D.R.Sadananda inaugurated the consultation. Deputy
Moderator presided over the concluding session of the
consultation. Following are the recommendations of the
consultation. 1) Organise three eco conferences before 31st

March 2016. Requesting each Church in the communion  to
host one conference. 2) Decided to request  four Churches
in the Communion  to observe 5th June 2016 as fossil fuel
free day. All the members of the four churches will use only
non fossil fuel vehicles on that day.
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Green Clergy - Earth Bible workshop 2 Goa 14th to 16th July 2015

August 2015

he humorously said: People say I am a Roman Catholic but I would like to say I am a
roaming Catholic. Rev.Dr.chilkuri Vasanth Rao presided over the inaugural function and
Dr. Mathew Koshy Punnackadu, Hon.director welcomed the chief guest and the clergy.

Dr Sabina Martins an eco feminist addressed the gathering in the evening on the
inaugural day. She is a member of Women’s collective called Bailancho Saad which  was
founded on a firm ideological stand against all forms and symbols of patriarchy, viewing

hierarchical processes as contradictory to the organisation’s
values. She presented the environmental concerns in the
background of  her work.
Abhijit Prabhudesai  addressed the Clergy on the next morning.
He is an engineer who was part of the team that planned and
executed the Dubai international airport. In 2002, he resigned his job and returned to
his native Goa to spend the rest of his life exploring nature.”I began my nature search
in the forests of Goa. In the process, I discovered huge moon-like craters in the middle
of the forest! It wasn’t sustained mining. I then met several tribals living in the interior.
This set my agenda for years to come,’’ recalled  Prabhudesai.
He first studied the entire issue. He even enrolled himself for a
law degree. He studied law till the last semester and then

didn’t write the exam. “The idea was to know the law and not to take the law degree,” he
says.To begin with, Prabhudesai adopted a village called Caurem in south Goa. The
village is the worst affected by illegal mining. The place was already a mess when the
villagers discovered that a fifth mine had started operating right at their doorstep. This
mine, operated by one person, had made a huge hole in a hill, which had five natural
springs, including two seasonal springs. He took the supply of the spring water by laying
underground pipes. Huge mining dumps blocked the drains which used to supply water
to the village. The villagers detected this in January 2011. Abhijit provided them the
leadership and galvanised the Caurem Adivasi Bachao Samiti.

Architect K.D.Sadhale addressed the Clergy in the afternoon session. He has spent
the past several years trying to persuade people to handle garbage in a scientific
manner. Garbage is gold if properly handled. Mr. Sadhale believes that garbage
management should be a local initiative wherein small groups dispose their
biodegradable garbage on their own.

Thrity-one clergy presented their theological papers based on Earth Story in
Genesis. Rev.Dr.Chilkuri Vasantha Rao, the former Principal of ACTC and the well
known eco theologian gave leadership for the theological discussions.  The Three-day
workshop helped to create environmental awareness  among the clergy and respond
to the cry of the Earth from a faith perspective. The department of Ecological Concerns
is highly obliged to the  newly formed Malabar Diocese and the Bishop Rt.Rev. B.N
Fenn for sponsoring this programme. Also we are thankful to Rev.Aneesh Kurian and

Mr. Joby who are in charge of the CSI Centre, Goa for their kind hospitality.
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Feed back of the Green Clergy Workshop held
at Goa from 14th to 16 th July 2015

The program was very useful and we had a great
time for sharing our thoughts, questioning and
articulating.. Dr.Chilikuri Vasantha rao’s thoughts and
evaluations were very useful. Sermon evaluations and
book reviews helped us to learn many new ideas.

Rev. Iniyan Joshva, Trichy Tanjore Diocese

I have been attending ecological seminars and
meetings for the last 15 years. This attempt of bringing
ecological sermons book is a unique effor t of the
churches in India as I know. The work shop that was
conducted in Goa was very very special. I give my
appreciation for the  resource persons from Goa itself
and for Rev.Dr.Chilukuri Vasantha Rao .A big thanks to
you and also to all the Synod Officers for making this
kind of programmes possible

Rev.E.B.S.Nadh, co-ordinator,Ecological Concerns,
Krishna Godavari (Coastal Andhra) Diocese

The ecological workshop held at Goa was so
exciting and enriching.  The workshop was well
organized.The resource persons were apt and the
presence of local resource people helped me to be
more realistic to the cause. 

Rev.Shajan.V.Daniel, Presbyter, MKD

1. The Guest Speakers presented the very realities
of the land Goa - a land of ‘green’ had that much
crisis to speak off, then how much voice should
be raised from the land we come from.

2. The evaluations by every clergy on the Earth Story
book helped me to enrich myself on the subject
and also gave me an opportunity to think in ‘earth
perspective’.

3. Chief Resource Person, Rev. Dr. Chilkuri Vasantha
Rao involvement in encouraging and suggesting
valuable opinions on the review of sermons and
evaluation was appreciable.

4. The Hon. Director of the department took such
pains in organizing a creative program that was
really useful and helpful.

Rev. C. Jerin Sester,Deacon,CSI Tiruchirappalli -
Thanjavur Diocese

Indeed the Goa workshop enhanced my thinking
pattern towards ecology and eco system. Now I have
been enlightened on this viewpoint.This kind of
workshop must be conducted periodically. i thank synod
officers and ecological department for providing such
an opportunity to us. 

Rev.M.Emmanuel Koilpillai, Madras Diocese

First of all I express my  happiness for attending
this workshop and words of appreciation to Dr. Mathew

Koshy Punnakad and his strenuous efforts to arrange
a programme of  such magnitude.  I have noticed
some of the specialties of this programme. My sincere
gratitude to Dr. Chilikuri Vasantha Rao also for giving
new insights on ecology.   

Rev.Shibu Mayam, South Kerala Diocese

The Goa workshop was very meaningful
Rev Aneesh M Kurian , CSI St Francis Fort Kochi,

Malabar diocese

This Ear th series expanded my ear th knowlege
and taught me that its because of Adamah (Earth) Adam
(I) is alive. Till this point the thrust was vice-versa.At
this juncture,I would truly wish to acknowledge the
enormous effort taken up by Dr. Mathew Koshy and
for all the arrangements instituted.

Rev Robin Eipe Mathew.Madhya Kerala Diocese.
Kerala.

All the delegates were so delighted and
enlightened with the workshop held in Goa.

Rev. Devanand subuddy. Rayalseema Diocese

`All the sessions were well planned and organized well,
accommodation and hospitality was good and neat.
Each session was well presided and the selection of
the resource persons selected from Goa are great and
each session was informative and thought provoking
specially about the environmental struggles in Goa.Chief
Resource person, the Rev. Dr. Ch. Vasantha Rao was
excellent and clarified many of our queries through his
vast knowledge and wisdom on the subject titled and
especially in OT. I thank the director for taking the
initiative to create awareness and respond to the cry
of the Ear th from faith perspective. I commend the
passion of the director. I thank you personally for risking
your life for a noble cause.

 Rev. P. Victor Paul, Karimnagar diocese

It was indeed a great opportunity for me to come
to Goa,that I could learn so many insights regarding’
EARTH STORY IN GENESIS’ which was so profound
and mind blowing , that we could discuss the issue
based  contextual and eco-centric sermons.

REV.RAVI JOSEPH. K, KARNATAKA NORTHERN
DIOCESE

 It was very successful,because every Issue was
discussed,evaluated and clearly explained by
Rev.Ch.Vasanth Rao.Really all of us are very much
thankful to the Synod and to Dr.Mathew
Koshy for arranging such a great retreat.

Rev.C.Ramulu Emmanuel.Convener,Karimnagar
Diocese.
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1 Coimbatore (TN) The Rt.Rev.Timothy Ravinder Rev.Ramesh Babu, Ootty08940285385
2 Dornakal (AP) The Rt.Rev.Dr.V Prasada Rao Rev.G.Solomon Raj,09959107883
3 East Kerala The Rt.Rev.K.G.Daniel Rev.Josline P  Chacko,09447064438
4 Kanyakumary(TN) The Most Rev.Dr.G.Devakadasham Dr.K.Paul Raj, Marthandam09443692777
5 Karimnagar (AP) The Rev.Reuban Mark Rev.C.Ramulu Emmanuel09441481438
6 Karnataka Central The Rt.Rev Prasanna Kumar Samuel Rev.Shuba Keerthana8884340468
7 Karnataka Northern The Rt.Rev.Revikumar J Niranjan Rev.Revi Joseph K09986370072
8 Karnataka South The Rt.Rev.Mohan Manoraj Prof.Dr.Rabindra B, Mandya09343230067
9 Krishna Godavary Diocese The Most Rev.G.Dyvasirvadam Rev.EBS Nadh9885174033
10 Madhya Kerala The Rt.Rev.Thomas K Oommen Prof.Dr.Mathew Koshy Punnackad

Director (09847275754)
Rev. Jiji Joseph, Kottayam
Convener (09495240674)

11 Madras The Bishop’s Commissary Rev.J Samson, Chennai09443418330
12 Madurai Ramnad(TN) The Rt.Rev. Dr.M.Joseph Rev.R.David Udayakumar09894505288
13 Medak(AP) The Moderator (in charge) Rev.S.Susheel Kumar09849870748
14 Nadyal (AP) The Rt.Rev.E Pushpalalitha Rev.M.Sham Devadanam09160670581
15 Kochi The Rt.Rev. Baker Ninan Fenn Rev. Paul Joseph
16 Malabar The Rt.Rev. Baker Ninan Fenn Rev.N.K Sunny9447083482
17 Rayalseema(AP) The Rt.Rev.Dr.B.D.Prasada Rao Rev.Thomas Kanaga09440063600
18 South  Kerala The Rt.Rev.A.Dharmaraj Rasalam Mr.Sathyaraj S08129072825
19 Kollam Kottarakara The Rt.Rev.A.Dharmaraj Rasalam Ms. Divyamol Jose 9496315830
20 Trihy-Thanjavoor The Rt.Rev.Dr.G. Paul Vasanthakumar Mr. Robert Ranjith Kumar09486826805
21 Tirunelvely The Rt.Rev.Dr. J.J.Christdoss Rev.G.Asirvatham Rajkumar9442584818
22 Thoothukudi-Nazareth Rev. Yesusagayam(M C) Rev.E.Livingston08903154552
23 Vellore Rt.Rev.Dr.A. Rajavelu Rev. Jerad James 9791628387
24 Jaffna Rt.Rev.Dr.Daniel S Thiagaraja

Director/ConvenerDiocese

Eco- Bible Study Programme; World Environmental  Day (WED) Celebrations on 5th June; Celebrating Ecological
Sunday  2nd Sunday of June,  WED theme for sermon; Green  Diocese, Green Parish, Green Institution and
Green Home  Awards; Eco missionaries Training Camp; Environmental Rally; Rain Water Harvesting; Farmers
Conferences; Planting of  Saplings; Eco Clubs in Schools; Ecological Convention- One session during week
long revival conventions of the Dioceseses; Propagation of Eco friendly constructions, Organic farming;
Renewable Energy- propagating solar panels, conscientising people against nuclear energy; Waste Management
National and International Conferences; Green Teachers Fellowship; Green Clergy Fellowship; Website:
www.csisynod.com  Click on Department Ecological Concerns for the resource materials and programmes of
the Department ; Facebook page. We have a page.  Ecology CSi,  All the Diocesan and Synod Eco activities are
on this page.

Through the  following programmes the Department of
Ecological concerns is implementing its policies.
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