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Why are churches so involved?     (29th September 2016) 
 
I bring greetings from Church of South India.We Christians in India are indebted to Scotland 
in two ways. The 1910 Edinburgh world Mission Conference has been considered as the 
beginning of the Ecumenical Movement. For the first time the Church had its place on a 
worldwide map.  Edinburgh Conference was an important event in the religious history of the 
20th century.  The impact of 1910  Edinburgh world Mission Conference had its Impact in 
India which resulted in the formation of Church of South India in 1947 with the organic union 
of Anglican , Methodist, Presbyteranian  and congregational Churches .  Now CSI has 4.3 
million people, 24 Bishops, spread all over South India. As the Director of Ecological 
Department of CSI, I am addressing this function.In 1811, a man from Scotland, Colonel 
John Munro, at the age thirty five became the Dewan of my state. He was ruthless against 
corruption yet fair and Just and treated natives with respect.  He was the greatest 
administrator my state ever had in the 150 years of British Dominion. Syrian Christians 
enjoyed great beneficence from the Colonel as he was a very Christian man. It was through 
his influence that the Seminary at Kottayam was established to educate the clergy and the 
Syrian youth in general. At his instance Rani Parvathi Bayi presented a site for the CMS 
college, Kottayam .Colonel John Munro was instrumental in abolishing slavery in our state.  
Slaves in an island was released in 1835 by CMS Missionaries and the island is known in his 
name, Munroe island.  

All of the biblical passages, provide very strong grounds for respecting nature and its 
creatures and for living in ways that preserve and protect them. Bible clearly contains ample 
grounds for environmental responsibility. It provides valuable insights for building the 
foundations of an environmental ethic that, if lived out, can help solve today's environmental 
problems. The Bible give us  slight idea of the biblical ecological heritage that we have, 
for so long, neglected. We believe it is time for the church to reclaim this heritage and 
make a useful contribution to the environmental debate. 

We should  recognise the riches of God's creation. Christian faith has a significant 
part to play in environmental debate and social action. We could  affirm that all aspects of 
God's Creation are linked and interdependent. Caring for God's Creation is an expression of 
praise to the Creator.  

What we do with God's creation around us will have a tremendous effect, for good or 
ill, on the lives of our grandchildren and on the generations of their children and 
grandchildren. By our attitude to God's creation now, we in fact determine the nature of the 
society that will be inherited later in the twenty-first century. 

We see in nature a precious gift from God that we should cherish and respect, rather 
than something to subdue and exploit. God's creation has value in itself, not just because it 
is useful to humans.We hear the call of the Earth. The caring for life on Earth is a spiritual 
commitment.  

People and other species have the right to life unthreatened by human greed and 
destructiveness. We commit ourselves to help reduce the threat of climate change through 
actions in our own lives, pressure on governments and industries, and standing in solidarity 
with those most affected by climate change. We provide the parishes with intellectual and 
spiritual resources designed to promote awareness of the links between the environment 
and Christian faith. 

Environmental conservation is a part of our faith. The Most Rev.Ryder Devapriyam, then 
Moderator of CSI, inspired by the call  of WCC, constituted an ecological committee in  1992. 



Later CSI incorporated ecological concerns in the constitution  of CSI. CSI is the only Church 
in India which mentioned  Ecology as a mission in the Constitution. 
Paris agreement 
Paris is a ‘historic’ agreement. For the first time, all countries have taken on mitigation 
targets. The agreement also has a long-term goal of ‘holding the increase in the global 
average temperature to well below 2 °C above pre-industrial levels and to pursue efforts to 
limit the temperature increase to 1.5 °C above pre-industrial levels’. This is an ambitious 
goal,for if adhered to,itwill reduce risks of us facing the worst impacts of climate change. 

Over the last 20 years, poor countries have been adversely affected by major world 
issues, in particular the international debt crisis, unfair trade rules and the AIDS epidemic. In 
all these, the biblical basis for action is clear and its details will be familiar. The point of 
departure is the statement by Jesus in Luke4, quotingIsaiah61: 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, Because he has anointed me To bring good news to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives.  And recovery of sight to the blind, To 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour. (Luke4:18-19) 

This preferential option, or bias, to the poor is also the starting point for much of the 
thinking of liberation theologians. And the imperative for Christians to translate this bias into 
practical care for the vulnerable, in particular those who have suffered injustice, is set out in 
the parable of the sheep and the goats in Matthew25:31-46. 

It is God’s will that all vulnerable and marginalized people should be allowed to regain their 
dignity. The same strong prophetic message needs to be raised against the injustices of the 
contemporary world; corruption, exploitation, human trafficking and fraudulent businesses all 
of which is the evil result of selfishness and greed. Every attempt to break down injustice in 
the society must be accompanied by tangible efforts to build up a just society.  

Our Global vision 
Under climate change, nature has become “the new poor,” as vulnerable and 

expendable as poor human beings and communities have been. We do not live our lives 
independently. ie. No one is an island. Climate Change is a social justice issue. We consider 
Climate change as a Justice issue, rather than an extension of Christian environmentalism. 

We demands that:  
1) Those who are responsible for climate change should change their development 

paradigm and life style.  
 2) Rich countries have to compensate the damage caused to  poor countries. As 

developing nations are struggling on to the development ladder,  rich countries should write 
off  poor countries debts.  

3)The  developed countries should transfer their technological knowledge  to the poor 
countries. 
Vision of the future 

We know the kind of restructuring that is needed. In simplest terms, or fossil-fuel based, 
automobile-centered, throwaway economy is not viable model for the world. The alternative 
is a solar/hydrogen energy economy, an urban transport system that is centred on advanced 
– design public rail systems and a comprehensive reuse/recycle economy. The cities are to 
be designed for people and not for cars. We have to build an economy that will support, not 
undermine, future generations.   

Conclusion 

Like Moses and Elisha, we seek to be God's agents of healing and restoration to those 
facing environmental crises as a result of Climate change.  We should affirm the rights of 
future generations. 

---------------------------------------- 

Dr.Mathew Koshy Punnackad is the Director of Department of Ecological Concerns of CSI 
Synod. www.drmathewkoshy.com 
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Climate activism around the world and the impact of CoP21 
(30th September 2016) 
I bring greetings from Church of South India.  Now CSI has 4.3 million people, 24 

Bishops, spread all over South India. We have a department for Ecological Concerns 

since 1992.  

Paris is a ‘historic’ agreement. For the first time, all countries have taken on 

mitigation targets. The agreement also has a long-term goal of ‘holding the increase 

in the global average temperature to well below 2 °C above pre-industrial levels and 

to pursue efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5 °C above pre-industrial 

levels’. This is an ambitious goal,for if adhered to,it will reduce risks of us 

facing the worst impacts of climate change. On October 2, India will ratify Paris 

agreement. Mahatma Gandhi’s life perhaps left the least carbon footprint on earth. 

We follow his ideals and India will play its part in ratifying the Paris agreement.. 

 

I would like to discuss some inconvenient truths about Paris agreement from 

the perspective of a developing country. 

 

1) The Paris agreement, finally, erases the ‘historical responsibility’ of developed 

countries for causing climate change. Post-Paris, developed countries are no longer 

required to cut emissions drastically and vacate the carbon space. In fact, the Paris 

Agreement allows developed countries to continue to occupy more ‘carbon space’ in 

the future. They have pumped seven out of every ten tonnes of greenhouse 

gases that exist in the atmosphere today and they would continue to 

misappropriate the remaining carbon space. 

 

2)The agreement also removes all liability of developed countries for the loss and 

damage suffered by the poor of the world due to climate change. In fact, to utterly 

erase any remaining vestige of historical responsibility, developed countries have 

gone to the extent of inserting text in the deal that loss and damage due to climate 

change ‘does not involve or provide a basis for any liability or compensation’.  



 

3) The poor have been asked to not only cut more emissions, but also to shelter 

themselves, on their own, from the impacts of climate change. India is a country at 

great risk from climate impacts. India will require a great deal more energy in the 

coming decades: for commercial cooking fuels, access to electricity, and power for 

industries and commerce to provide livelihoods.  This will lead to further inequality 

and growth of developing countries. 

 

4)Climate scientists know, and have been saying that, to meet the 1.5°C target, the 

world must completely de-carbonise well before 2050. This means that we have to 

stop using all fossil fuels by 2035 and achieve net zero emissions of other 

greenhouse gases by 2050. Developed countries should stop using fossils in next 10 

years. This is not happening.  

 

5)The Paris agreement in fact ensures that we, more or less, finish the global carbon 

budget for 1.5°C well before 2030. Developed countries have refused to reduce 

more emissions, before 2020, than what they had promised in Cancun in 2010. What 

they promised in Cancun was a pittance.  

The Paris agreement ensures that India is going to be under constant 

pressure to do more from now onwards, and especially 2020 onwards, when the 

next review of all the  countries take place. 

Climate justice means climate change should not lead to further inequality in 

the world; that the genuine aspirations of the poor are met and they are also shielded 

from the worst impacts of climate change. Climate justice also means that the rich 

change their lifestyle and reduce their consumption so that the basic needs of the 

poor can be fulfilled. 

 

Unfortunately, the Paris agreement is robbing the carbon space of the poor so that 

the rich can continue with their lifestyle. As of now, the lifestyle of the few has 

triumphed over the livelihoods of the billions. Fortunately, the Paris Agreement is the 

beginning of the negotiations and not the end.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dr.Mathew Koshy Punnackad is the Director of Department of Ecological Concerns 

of CSI Synod. www.drmathewkoshy.com 
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Climate Change is Changing lives around the world   

(1st October 2016) 

I bring Greetings from CSI Synod .CSI constituted an ecological committee in  1992. 
Later CSI incorporated ecological concerns in the constitution  of CSI. CSI is the only Church 
in India which mentioned  Ecology as a mission in the Constitution. Church of South India 
has 24 Dioceses spread out over 5 states and Sri lanka. 4.3 million people, 15,000 
congregations, 3500 pastors (5.5% women), 2700 missionaries. 
Eco mission programmes, Eco- Bible Study Programme , Environmental  Day Celebrations 
on 5th June, Ecological Sunday  2nd Sunday of June , Green  Diocese, Green Parish, Green 
School  Awards, Eco missionaries Training Camp, Environmental Rally , Rain Water 
Harvesting , Farmers Conferences, Planting of Saplings, Eco Clubs in Schools , Ecological 
Convention, National and International Conferences, Renewable energy    
Environmental conservation is a part of our faith. 
 

We Christians in India are indebted to Scotland in two ways 
The 1910 Edinburgh world Mission Conference has been considered as the beginning of the 
Ecumenical Movement. For the first time the Church had its place on a worldwide map.  
Edinburgh Conference was an important event in the religious history of the 20th century.  
The impact of 1910  Edinburgh world Mission Conference had its Impact in India which 
resulted in the formation of Church of South India in 1947 with the organic union of Anglican 
, Methodist, Presbyteranian  and congregational Churches .  Now CSI has 4.3 million 
people, 24 Bishops, spread all over South India.As the Director of Ecological Department of 
CSI, I am addressing this function  
In 1811, a man from Scotland, Colonel John Munro, at the age thirty five became the Dewan 
of my state. He was ruthless against corruption yet fair and Just and treated natives with 
respect.  He was the greatest administrator my state ever had in the 150 years of British 
Dominion. Syrian Christians enjoyed great beneficence from the Colonel as he was a very 
Christian man. It was through his influence that the Seminary at Kottayam was established 
to educate the clergy and the Syrian youth in general. At his instance Rani Parvathi Bayi 
presented a site for the CMS college, Kottayam .  
Colonel John Munro was instrumental in abolishing slavery in our state.  Slaves in an island 
was released in 1835 by CMS Missionaries and the island is known in his name, Munroe 
island.  
 The Munroe Island  Grama Panchayat, in  Kerala State in India comprises eight medium 
size islands and several small islands. It is named after the British administrative head of 
erstwhile Travancore kingdom Colonel John Munro, from Scotland. Because of the 
increasing level of saline water, the life in Munroe island is very difficult now. This island is 
around 10 square kilometers, of which majority area is marshy lands and have a population 
of more than 15,000 people. 'Munro Thuruthu(island)' and areas around it are witnessing the 
"evil results of global warming". Rich people are migrating and poor people have no way to 
escape from this tragedy.  People are seriously thinking about taking adaptation measures to 
deal with the crisis.  The people of Munroe Island, most of them belong to CSI, are the 
victims of Climate Change.  
Munroe Island will become a memory soon  
Climate Change is changing lives around the World  
CHANGING RAINFALL PATTERNS.  
With seasons no longer displaying their traditional format, rainfall patterns have been altered 
significantly. For people living in semi-arid and arid regions, even small changes to rainfall 
patterns have serious repercussions.  
 



The village of  Odissa is home to 28 families. The people are poor and marginalised and 
they depend on farming for their livelihood. They own on average 1 to 5 acres of land and 
Paddy (rice) and Ragi (millet) are the major crops, as well as being the staple diet of the 
people. They depend on the monsoon rains for their agricultural activities. Life has become 
gradually harder for the people of the village. They worry about the irregularity in the 
monsoon season, the impact of which is very evident to the villagers. Previously they could 
feel the onset of the monsoon by the end of April and so could plan their agricultural 
activities accordingly, but these days the rainy season starts by the end of June or July and 
agricultural activities are delayed. According to the villagers this year the monsoon didn’t 
begin until the end of July, and sowing and transplanting were not yet complete due to the 
inconsistency of the rains. Irregularity in monsoon cycles causes occasional droughts and 
sometimes flashfloods. Either way it affects the livelihoods of these families. People now feel 
that the summer season is longer and winter days have been reduced. Irregularity of the 
monsoon rains has not only affected crop yield but crop diversity has also been lost causing 
longer periods of food scarcity and further deterioration in the economic condition of the 
people.  
Droughts, floods, storms and other extreme climatic events are now common features of 
everyday life in many parts of the world. The regularity and severity of flooding in recent 
years is placing an extra burden upon the poor and vulnerable in the developing world  
Agriculture & food and food production is severely affected by the change in the seasons, 
the majority of small and marginal farm families hardly get three to six months food from their 
farming in a given year.  
Water Scarcity Rivers dry up due to drought and prolonged drier season. Wells dry up. 
Everyone is affected in one way or another. For rural communities, access to water is 
essential for sustaining livelihoods; farmers need water to irrigate their land and pastoralists 
need it to maintain their livestock. Water shortages and changes in the availability of water 
are increasingly affecting these communities. Reduced quantity and quality of water are the 
main trends being experienced by communities due to declining water levels, or in some 
cases the complete drying up, of traditional water sources and increasing contamination of 
water sources.  

 
Climate Change- Water and Sanitation. Climate change presents a serious obstacle to the 
realisation of the rights to water and  sanitation.  
Water is a key medium through which climate change impacts upon human    populations 
and ecosystems. 
Water – the Key Issues  Less than 1% is only readily accessible- rivers, lakes. 1998,  28 
countries experienced water stress. 2025, expected to rise to 56 countries.India will fall into 
Water stress category long before 2025  . Water Stress. If available water is lower than 1000 
cubic meters per person per year, then Country is said to be in serious water crisis. Indian 
Scenario 1951 average water availability 3450 cubic meter per person per year.1990 it had 
fallen to 1250.2050 it is projected to fall to 760  
Migration  
Climate change is wreaking havoc with the agricultural processes and activities so many of 
the rural poor in the developing world rely on. With limited alternative sources of income 
generation, many are turning to migration as a path out of poverty. However migration rarely 
ends the cycle of poverty and often serves only to deepen it.  
Adaptation  
Rural communities in the developing world have been adapting to changes in the climate for 
some time. For most farmers it is the changing patterns of rainfall that have had the most 
destructive effect on their work. In order to protect themselves against the worst effects of 
these changes, many have had to alter the way they farm  
Adaptation -1  
New techniques, such as the introduction of drought-resistant crops, along with small-scale 
irrigation, water harvesting and improved soil management are helping to limit the negative 
impact of reduced rainfall on farmers’ yields.  



Adapatation 2  
Diversifying the crops they grow is bolstering farmers’ resilience to potential crop failure, as 
they are not relying solely on one crop type. Other methods of income generation, such as 
rearing small livestock or beekeeping or finding off-farm opportunities.  
Adap. 3- Preparing for Disasters  
As disasters and extreme weather events become a more common feature of everyday life 
the need to address their impact is urgent. Hurricanes, floods and droughts may be 
inevitable in many regions of the world but the extent of the damage they cause is not. Many 
of the worst impacts, which disproportionately affect the poorest, such as loss of life through 
poor housing, can be overcome with appropriate support.  
Adaptation 4-Eco-economy  
Economists And Ecologists work together to fashion the new Green economy.  
Some positive adapatation measures  
1) Conserve forests- increase the green coven by planting more saplings.People who are 
residing adjacent to forests are healthy. A healthy planet needs healthy forests.  
2) Rain water harvesting techniques should be introduced.  Recharge Ground water Take 
rain water harvesting pits in the Church compound to harvest rain water.  
4)Pant vetiver . Benefits  of planting vetiver .An ideal solution to water problems in areas 
having inadequate water resources. The ground water level will rise. Mitigates the effects of 
drought & achieves drought proofings .Reduces the runoff which chokes the storm water 
drains. Flooding of roads and low land areas are reduces. Quality of water improves.Soil 
erosion will be reduced 
5)Pant Mangroves 
6)Solar Energy . Solar lamps .Solar panels. Solar lighting  
7)Windmills 
8)Building an eco-economy in the time available requires rapid systemic change. We  should 
have a strategy for the systemic economic change that will put the world on a development 
path that is environmentally sustainable  
9)New World Order  
our fossil-fuel-based, automobile-centered, throwaway economy is not a viable model for the 
world. The alternative is a solar/hydrogen energy economy, an urban transport system that 
is centered on advanced-design public rail systems and that relies more on the bicycle and 
less on the automobile, and a comprehensive reuse/recycle economy  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Prof.Dr.Mathew Koshy Punnackadu, Director of department of ecological Concerns of CSI 
Synod.   Website: www.drmathewkoshy.com.Email. drmathewkoshy51@gmail.com  
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Impacts of climate Change  around the world  

1st Ocotber 2016 

The temperature of Earth is increasing.The temperature of Bangalore, India  has been 
recorded by scientists. Trend increasing 1.8 degree celsius per 100 years.As Bangladesh is 
lying below the sea level, it may be completely inundated People will become refugees and 
migrate to India 

Tuvalu A letter from the GS: Dear Dr. Mathew Koshy Punnackadu, We remain praiseful to 
God in whatever situation and circumstance we find ourselves in for we believe that our God 



is above all difficulties. I thank you on behalf of the Ekalesia Kelisiano Tuvalu (Tuvalu 
Christian Church) for the assurance of your prayers for us, we are always encouraged by the 
knowledge that we are not alone in this world because the fa,mily of God is worldwide, thank 
you sincerely. on the 23rd of September, the government of Tuvalu issued a degree of a 
state of emergency due to the shortage of water in the country, especially on the souther 
islands of the coutry. This is a result of a drought that started from last year but worsen't in 
the pas five months. The ground is so dry that our traditional crops cannot withstand, the 
underground water is salinated, breadfruit, coconut trees, banana plantations are all dead. 
The government has started rationing the only little water that is left with 20 liters per 
household per day. The heat is unbearable and life is becoming very uncomfortable. 
Although we do not doubt God's love and providence as for divine intervention, we have to 
ask ourselves why these things happen, and we believe that thiese are only the tip of the 
iceberg that we will encounter as the negative impacts of Climate Change unfolds before us. 
We would like to ask the global leaders to have mercy on us as they will decide our fate in 
the next few months in Durban, South Africa.Thank you again for your being in solidarity with 
us, and may the good Lord be with you,  Rev. Tafue Molu Lusama, General Secretary,  
Funafuti, Tuvalu 

Impact of climate change- Desertification 

Many wars of the 20th century were fought for oil. Wars of the 21st century will be fought for 
water. India recorded its highest-ever temperature in May 2016 when the heat in the town of 
Phalodi, in the western state of Rajasthan, shot up to a burning 51 degrees Celsius (123.8 
degrees Fahrenheit). In 2016, three hundred and thirty million people, more than a quarter of 
India’s population, were hit by drought. High temperatures plagued almost all parts of India, 
with scores of deaths reported from heatstroke. This year, temperatures have risen earlier 
than normal, increasing concerns about the rising death toll. The whole creation has been 
groaning for water due to desertification, which is an irreversible process. Migration of poor 
people and wild animals is now common  

Unusual and unprecedented spells of hot weather are expected to occur far more frequently 
and cover much larger areas 116 farmers committed suicide in 2016; 10 states reeling under 
drought 

Drought – Latur in Maharastra -Water – train –drought affected Latur  

Small farmers have no other option then sell their cattle as there is scarcity of water in Latur 
region in Maharashtra.  a woman along with her son walking to get water from a communal 
tube well at Raichi Wadi village, 120 kilometers (75 miles) north-east of Mumbai. An abrupt 
change in the monsoon could precipitate a major crisis, triggering more frequent droughts as 
well as greater flooding in large parts of India 

The flood situation, 2015 December,  in Tamil Nadu, in the southern part of India was 
alarming. It would not be an exaggeration to say that Chennai has become an island as it 
has been cut off from all national and State highways, that the city and the State were 
witnessing an unprecedented emergency-like situation with rainfall breaking a century’s 
record unceasingly lashing the city. "What is happening in Chennai is the result of what has 
happened for 150 years in the developed world. That is what has caused 0.8-degrees-
Celsius temperature rise and, therefore, they must now take action more vigorously," 
Environmental Minister of India said. However according to climate scientists and 
environmentalists this was a disaster waiting to happen, and could recur. Floods are due to 
poor town planning, but the frequent cyclone are due to Climate Change.  



A decline in monsoon rainfall since the 1950s has already been observed. The frequency of 
heavy rainfall events has also increased. 

Impacts of the extreme weather events in India 2013 and 2014 

1) Jammu and Kashmir : 260 lives were lost. immediate loss of Rs.5,400 - 5,700 crore.  

2) Uttarakhand : Over 500 died, 110,000 affected, economic loss of Rs. 7,346 crore.  

3) Haryana : 18 out of 21 districts in Haryana affected by drought.  

4)  Rajasthan : Flash floods in west Rajasthan 300 people evacuated and 70 houses washed 
away.  

5)  Gujarat : March 2013, 4000 villages, 17 districts, mostly in Saurashstra affected.  10-15 
per cent cash drops failed.  May-June 2014: 106 villages in the Kutch area affected by 
drought.  

6)  Maharastra : June - September 2013: 12,000 villages, 8,500,000 ha agricultural land 
affected.  Loss worth Rs. 2,400 crore. August 5, 2013 : 20 people died and around 3,000 
people in Chandrapur district displaced.  More than 15,000 houses damaged in six districts 
of the state hit by heavy hailstorm.  

7)  Karnataka : 28 districts drought - affected.  

8)  Kerala : April - June 2013 : For the first time, drought was declared in each Kerala’s 14 
districts.  July 2014 : 29 lives lost on account of the incessant rainfall in Kerala.  366 people 
were evacuated, crop loss worth Rs. 11.2 crore.  

9)  Tamilnadu : 31 of 32 districts drought-affected.  

10) Andhra Pradesh : January 2013 : 234 mandals affected.  May 8, 2013: Cyclone 
Mahasen affected 30,000, eight lives lost.  October 12, 2013 - Cyclone Phailin : 6,192 ha of 
land damaged. November 21, 2013, Death toll 46, initial estimated loss up to Rs. 70,000 
crore for Visakhapatanam, Srikakulam and neighbouring district.  

11)  Madhya Pradesh : At least 32 people and 294 livestock died.  Around 244,615 ha land 
in 3,190 villages affected.  Hallstorm damaged crops worth about Rs. 893.93 crores.  

12)  Odisha : October 12, 2013 - Cyclone Phailin.  58 lives lost, 90 lakh people affected, 
18,441 villages affected 668,268 ha cropland damaged.  July - August 2014 : 81 lost lives, 
about 1.8 million people, half a million livestock affected.  

13)  West Bengal : October 2013 : Nine died in five districts of West Bengal and lakhs in 80 
blocks affected. 71,000 houses fully or partially damaged.  August 2014 : 319,506 affected, 
estimated damage worth Rs. 1913.66 lakh.  

14)  Tripura : 30 April 2014: one person died and 1450 houses damaged and unspecified 
number of people displaced.  

15)  Meghalaya : April 30, 2014 : 70 houses were damaged in Meghalaya.  September 2014: 
52 people died and property, including roads, houses, livestock and agriculture, worth about 
Rs.2,000 crore damaged.  



16) Assam : July 2013: 250,000 people, 400 villages in 11 districts, 7,000 ha agricultural 
land affected. 1 person died.  September 2014 : 44 people died and nearly 12 lakh people 
affected, economic loss worth Rs.2010 crore.  Average loss of Rs. 20 crore reported every 
year.  

17)  Bihar :  July - September 2013: 201 people and 299 livestock died, 1.6 million people 
displaced.  1,000,000 ha agriculture land affected.  June - September 2013 : 33 of 38 
districts in Bihar affected.  August 2014 : 35 died, over 18 lakh affected, crops worth over Rs. 
56,44 crore damaged in 16 districts.  

18)  Uttar Pradesh : August - September 2014 :  106 people died, 1.4 million affected, 
60,000 people in 9 districts bordering Nepal were displaced September 2014 : 53 out of 75 
districts drought affected  

* Climate change will impact human health mainly by exacerbating health problems that 
already exist  

22m people of Texas - emit as much CO2 as 1000m population of poorest countries 

   “The US is responsible for almost half of the increase in world CO2 in the past decade.  
That increase is greater than the increase in China, India, Africa and the whole of Latin 
America” 

USA, 288m people = 151 countries, 2600m   people. The 80:20 divide 

20% of world’s people are responsible for 80% of historic emissions. They can ‘adapt’ to 
some Climate Change. 80% of world’s people are responsible for only 20% atmospheric 
damage.They do not have the resources to handle even minor climate change effects. 

A clear North-South divide 

Rich Countries say  

 Common problem.  So, Let us work together 
 Your emissions grow faster.  So, take cuts in your emissions growth 
 We will give some money to poor countries for adaptation 

The Rest say  

Common problem alright, but differentiated responsibility.  You are responsible for three 
quarters of atmospheric damage, leaving very little space for our development now. 

Your emissions still large.  You have the resources.  So, take deep cuts in your current 
emissions. 

Give us free technology and substantial money to control our emissions without affecting 
development 

The people of India who are vulnerable to the effects of climate change have done the least 
to cause it. Because climate change is a global phenomenon, we are asking developed 
countries to stop the morally wrong and misguided development paradigm they are 
following.  



The second major reason for regarding climate change as a justice issue is that it comes at 
a time when the world’s richest nations have reached a peak of development, while the 
poorest are still struggling to get on to the development ladder. While it is well within the 
means of rich countries to maintain their current levels of economic activity while adapting to 
climate change, the picture is very different for poor countries  

Climate change, impacts development programmes across the board, from disaster risk-
reduction to food security and health. The injustice that has brought this about suggests that 
a theological approach to climate change must be rooted in the wider theology and ethics of 
development, rather than treated as an extension of Christian environmentalism.  

The Paris agreement ensures that India is going to be under constant pressure to do more 
from now onwards, and especially 2020 onwards, when the next review of all the  countries 
take place. Climate justice means climate change should not lead to further inequality in the 
world; that the genuine aspirations of the poor are met and they are also shielded from the 
worst impacts of climate change. Climate justice also means that the rich change their 
lifestyle and reduce their consumption so that the basic needs of the poor can be fulfilled.  

Unfortunately, the Paris agreement is robbing the carbon space of the poor so that the rich 
can continue with their lifestyle. As of now, the lifestyle of the few has triumphed over the 
livelihoods of the billions. Fortunately, the Paris Agreement is the beginning of the 
negotiations and not the end  

Role of CSI in mitigating Global warming - Think Globally and Act Locally 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


