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Strengthening Church Leadership 
(An eco-mission perspective) 

 
A 
1)The leadership of  an organization will be strengthened only if 1) the organization is 
proud of the  legacies of the organization 2) Organization could update programmes 
depending on demand and 3) organization has a Master plan for the future(Vision).  The 
Ecological Concerns committee of CSI has rich legacies.(Annexure 2and 3 on page 5 
and 8 resp. ). It has a master plan for ten years(Annexure4 on Page 18 )  
 
2)An organization will survive in this century only if it has a Eco friendly plan of action. 
What should be modus operandi of the mission and evangelism of the  Church in 21st 
Century. CSI Should emerge with an eco-friendly life style and action to strengthen the 
Church leadership. An explanation given by  Eco-justice ministries is relevant to us also: 
 
Caring for creation strengthens the church. 
The Christian church will be strengthened and focused by a strong eco-justice focus.  

 Churches will come to a renewed sense of relationship with our neighbors around the world, into 
future generations, and among all species. The faithful imperative to love your neighbor will 
broaden our vision.  

 We will be able to claim a richer and more pertinent spirituality -- one that affirms abundance 
(enough) instead of affluence, and that is rooted in gratitude instead of our culture's prevailing 
dissatisfaction.  

 Churches will reclaim hope as a present reality, instead of the weaker optimism of "hope for" a 
particular outcome sometime in the future.  

 Churches will find a more assertive and public witness, knowing that our cause is worth sharing 
with those around us.  

Churches have unique gifts to bring to the environmental movement. 
When churches join in the broader environmental movement, we bring gifts and insights to the larger 
cause.  

 Churches have stressed the global justice components of the ecological crisis, remembering 
people around the world, and working in mission partnership with a variety of leaders.  

 Through the theological principles of eco-justice and the integrity of creation, churches extend the 
ecological cause beyond human needs and goals.  

 Churches bring a hopeful and compassionate perspective. We lift up the good news that a 
different way of life -- a just and sustainable society -- can be a better way of life for us all.  

 Churches can encourage respectful conversation among groups that are often in conflict. As 
respected institutions in their communities, congregations that embody diversity and conversation 
can be a setting that foster understanding and dialogue.  

 
B) 
CSI and Ecology 
 
World Council of Churches was the pioneer in motivating the Churches towards the 
Environmental Stewardship. After attending a meeting of the World Council of 
Churches, Most.Rev.Ryder Devapriyam , the Moderator of CSI in 1992 formed a 
separate committee for Ecological Concerns. The First meeting was conducted by the 
Moderator, Most Rev.Ryder Devapriyam in the old synod office and more than 10 
Bishops and representatives from all Dioceses attended the meeting. Dr.Edwin 
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Chandrasekharan,  the Professor of Environmental Sciences of Bishop Heaber College, 
Trichy was appointed as the first Convener of the Committee. He served as the 
Convener for three biennium . 
   

CSI incorporated ecological concerns in the constitution  of CSI. The Church of 
South India recognizes  that God’s mission has various dimensions. The constitution of 
CSI clearly specifies the mission of the Church  1) Proclamation of Gospel 2) Nurturing 
the people of God, 3) service 4) establish justice in society 5) Stewardship of creation. 
This is the only Church in India that has specifically mentioned the ecological concerns 
in the constitution itself.  Also we have a committee  at the synod level for ecological 
concerns. In the constitution it is written as  “ The Church seeks to create awareness 
among all people about environmental  and ecological concerns and thereby to care for 
God’s creation. It endeavors   to encourage people to refrain from excessive  
exploitation of  nature’s resources and to strive to keep the earth a habitable place for 
the  present as well as future generations.” 
 
CSI SECC has published five books. Reconciling with Nature, God is Green, Eco- 
Vision and Mission, A Christian response to Ecological crisis and  Green Gospel.  
Reconciling with Nature has been translated into Tamil, Telungu, Kannada and 
Malayalam. 
 
CSI Synod Ecological Committee has  joined  with ARC-UN Seven year plan in 
addressing the issues related to the environment and Climate Change( Annexure 2 
onPage.6)) 
 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and Alliance for Religions and 
Conservation (ARC) has honoured the ecological contributions and long term 
commitment  of  CSI in protecting the life in this planet by giving an award on 3rd 
December 2009. This event is one of the historic moments of CSI.  We were able to 
receive the  award on 3rd June from  Mr. Baan Ki Moon, Secretary General of  UN in 
the presence of  Prince Philip in a function organized at Windsor Castle, London 
 
C 
Mission statement 
The Church of South India Ecological Concerns Committee seeks to create awareness 
among all people about environmental  and ecological concerns and thereby to care for 
God’s creation. It endeavours  to encourage people to refrain from abuse of  nature’s 
resources and to strive to keep the earth a habitable place for all. We encourage 
parishes to incorporate ecological concerns in their order of worship and include both 
advocacy and direct action for social justice and the integrity of Creation in missional 
activities. We encourage the active participation of all people of good will through 
prayer, partnership, and involvement, which will help humanity to return to an eco-
friendly life style. 
D 
Faith background  
A sound theological backing is essential for our Ecological Activities of the Church. 
There are so many environmental organizations in our country. There is no meaning in 
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duplicating their work. For us it is a ministry, a part of our faith. Hence members have to 
be taught about the faith aspect of  the environmental ministry. The Eco-biblical 
scholars are now using  the word  ‘mutual custodians’ instead of  ‘stewards’. Earth is a 
community of inter-connected living things which are mutually dependent on each other 
for life and survival. The Earth is a balanced and diverse domain requiring responsible 
custodians who function as partners with, rather than rulers over, the Earth to sustain its 
balance and diversity. The Earth Bible suggests six eco –justice principles(Annexure- 1 
on page 5) to read the Bible on an Ecological perspective., 
In the book of Deuteronomy, God, speaking through Moses, says, “I have set before 
you life and prosperity, death and adversity. Choose life.” (Deut. 30:15,20)  In the story 
of Noah told in Genesis, God makes a great Covenant, or binding promise, to humanity 
and to creation. God has flooded the world, but as he brings Noah to dry land he 
promises never to destroy all life in such a way again. As the Bible says, God makes the 
covenant with “every living creature of every kind that is found on earth.” And the 
rainbow is given to be a perpetual reminder of this promise. Now we need a new 
covenant. We need to covenant that we will not now destroy all life. We hold the power 
of life or death. We are altering the very balances of life on earth, polluting with toxics 
and poisoning through misuse. We have already swept away countless “living creatures 
of every kind that are found on the earth. “ Unless we change, we, not God, will destroy 
life. Unlike God however, we cannot bring to life again, nor can we create a new heaven 
and a new earth. Ninety percent of the chemicals currently on sale  have never been 
assessed for their wider environmental and health impact. Which means that we do not 
know for sure what they do. But we do know that their impact stretches far beyond our 
own communities and generations. This is why we need a new covenant based upon 
the one God made with Noah. This covenant is between us and our neighbours; 
between us and God; between us and the rest of nature. It is a covenant to the 
generations who have not yet been born, yet whom we are already endangering by the 
poisons we are producing now. It is a covenant between us and those who came before 
us who helped preserve the very balance of creation itself.  

 
E) 
Organizational Set Up 
Without a good  organizational set up , the Ecological programmes cannot be carried 
out effectively. Diocesan Ecological Committee, District level/Area level Committees 
and Parish level committees are essential for a good organizational set up. Then the 
decisions can be implemented up to the grass root level effectively. Only then it will 
become a people’s movement and  participatory in nature. With out the full participation 
of the members the Green Church movement will not be effective. The programmes 
should have a continuity. 
 
F 
What are   the programmes of the Eco-committee at the Synod and Diocesan level . 
Details are available in Annexure 2, 3and 4 on Pages 6,9 and18 respectively. 
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G 
To strengthen the Church Leadership  

1) Leadership Training Classes for Youth at the  Diocesan level with an Eco-
justice perspective. Identify proper leaders to motivate the youth. 

2) Leadership training for Women in Dioceses. An  eco-trained woman can 
change life style and orientation of a family 

3) Refresher Course for Clergy in Eco-theology- (Conducted three day 
course in 2007) 

4) During Diocesan level Clergy, Youth, Woman Conferences one session 
has to be set apart for Eco-theological Class. 

5) Competition in Painting, Essay, poem, Cartoon  with Eco-themes can be 
arranged to bring up talented youths to leadership. 

6)  CSI Synod instituted Green Diocese, Green Parish, Green School 
Awards and distributed it in two biennium only. It has to be given regularly. 
Diocese can give Green Parish, Green School, Green home and  Green 
farmer awards which will strengthen Eco-Church leadership. 

7) Environmental studies can be started in Arts and Science Colleges as an 
add on course  with financial help of the UGC. Environmental groups in 
the Church can utilize this opportunity. 

8) Diocesan Eco groups have to tie up with other environmental groups 
which will help in good net working.   

9)  A Green auditing for the Dioceses and parishes are essential. A format is 
given in Annexure 5 . Also Synod has to give green rating for all the 
Dioceses and parishes.(Annexure 5 on page 20) 

10)   There should be budgetary provision for Eco-activities at the Diocesan 
and parish level. We  have already set apart second Sunday in June as 
Environmental Sunday. The offertory on that day has to be  earmarked for 
the ecological activities. The parish can take 80% of the offertory for local 
work and 20% may be given to the Diocesan Ecological Activities. 

11)  The Synod has approved a ten year plan(Annexure 4 on page 18) for the 
Eco-activities of the CSI Church. Effort should be made to propagate/ 
implement  it    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paper presented by Dr.Mathew Koshy Punnackadu (www.drmathewkoshy.com             
--Conference for strengthening Church leadership on 26-9-2012 at CSI Centre, 
Chennai. 
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Annexure 1 
Eco- Justice Principles from Earth Bible – To re-read  our biblical heritage on the 
light of the Ecological crisis. 
1. The Principle of Intrinsic Worth-The universe, Earth and all its components have 
intrinsic worth/value.  
2. The Principle of Inter-connectedness -Earth is a community of inter-connected 
living things which are mutually dependent on each other for life and survival. does the 
text view the components of Earth as interconnected and interdependent? If so, in what 
way? Does this interconnection constitute a community of mutually dependent living 
things, whose survival is vital?  
3. The Principle of Voice-Earth is a living entity capable of voicing its cries against 
injustice Does the text assume a duality between the earth as voiceless, inanimate 
matter and human beings as superior beings capable of response and worship? . Or 
does the text give voice to non-human components of Earth when they suffer injustice 
or celebrate God's presence? Does the text view Earth or its components as living 
realities capable of personal response? If so, in what way?  
4. The Principle of Purpose-The universe, Earth and all its components are part of a 
dynamic cosmic design within which each piece has a place in the overall goal of that 
design.Does the text assume a duality between Earth, as a this-worldly domain which is 
disposable, and another other-worldly or spiritual domain, which represents the eternal 
plan of God? Or does the text view Earth and its components as part of an ongoing 
dynamic design? If so, how is that design articulated? Does the text indicate that the 
universe, including the earth and its creatures, is moving toward an internal goal and 
purpose which also embraces the physical earth?  
5. The Principle of Custodianship-Earth is a balanced and diverse domain requiring 
responsible custodians who function as partners with, rather than rulers over, Earth to 
sustain its balance and diversity .Is there a duality which links humans with God 
(above), thereby making them superior rulers, while other living components, as non-
humans, are linked to the earth and destined to be ruled or inferior?  Who are the 
custodians of the earth or regions of the earth? God? Humans? Other beings? Other 
components? Is there any sense of partnership between humans and the earth (or 
humans and other creatures) in terms of sustaining the earth?  
6. The Principle of Resistance-Earth and its components not only suffer from human 
injustices but actively resist them in the struggle for justice.Does the text view the earth 
as a passive victim of human or divine actions? Is there a focus exclusively on the sins 
of humans against God and each other rather than on injustices perpetrated on the 
natural world? Or does the text acknowledge human injustices to the earth? Does the 
earth struggle against injustices and give voice to its suffering? How is the voice of earth 
heard? Is the suffering and struggle of the earth linked with the suffering of God or God 
incarnate? If so, how?  
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Annexure 2 
Eco-programmes of the Dioceses 
 
Eco-resource persons training camp 
Three day training for resource persons from different dioceses took place from 3rd to 5th September 2008 
at Kottayam. The Rt.Rev.Thomas Samuel, The Most Rev.Dr. Philipose Mar Chrysostom Marthoma Valiya 
Metropolitan, Rev.Dr. K.A.Abraham, Dr. M.P.Joseph Mr. G. Balachandran, Mr. Jayakumar and 
Dr.Mathew Koshy Punnackadu were the trainers. Rev. Dr. P.K Kuruvilla was the local convener. It was a 
new experience for the Clergy. As per the clergy, they are attending  such an orientation for the first time.   
Reproduce exciting comments from some of the participants: 
“The resource persons training camp really ignited our minds and souls  with a new out look. The training 
was informative, interesting and inspiring”. (Rev. Abraham Premchand, Presbyter of  Holy Cross 
Cathedral, Nandyal, Andhra). “So far we did our mission activities slowly , but after the training I  feel a 
sense of urgency”.   (Rev. J Joshua Kamachander from Coimbatore Diocese,TN). “After this training I 
have decided to organize eco awareness conference for clergy and laity in Karnataka. Identify a village 
and make efforts to transform the people to an eco-friendly life style. The training was impressive in all 
respects”.  (Rev.S.S Sakkari from Karnataka Northern Diocese)  “I am really fortunate to be a participant 
of this training programme, I am inspired and decided  to be a committed  eco-leader in our diocese”.  
(Rev.D. John from Karimnagar Diocese, Andhra).  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Following commitments were made by the delegates during the Eco-leadership training 
camp.   
 
Tamilnadu                                                                                                                                                              
1)Kanyakumary diocese 
Strengthen the Eco-clubs in Schools and Colleges.  Collaborate with the Voluntary Environmental 
organizations which are already functioning. Ecological awareness classes may be arranged  through 
Churches. Will request  the Bishop to  start a department in the Diocese for ecology,  planning to include 
eco-lessons in Sunday School curriculum, competitions on environmental  topics in essay, painting, and 
slogan writing,  eco-problems may be  identified, World Environmental  Day celebration, Environmental  
Sunday will be celebrated.   
 Prof. J Ebenezer, Nesa, 2) Rev.S. John Milton, 3) Dr. K. Paul Raj, HOD of Botany, N.M Christian College, 
Marthandam  
 
2)Coimbatore Diocese 
Will arrange-Ecological Sunday, Ecological awareness  programmes to teachers and students, Eco-
leadership programme,  Eco-youth rally,  Eco-sticker and  hand bills , competitions in eco-topics and  eco 
awareness programmes for clergy and lay leaders 
Dr.Peter G.B Vedamuthu, Hon. General Manager, Rev.A.Stanly kumar, Mr. J Samuel Saravna Thangam, Trained 
Resource Person: Rev. J Joshua Karamchander, 
 
3)Trichy Tanjavore Diocese 
Strengthen eco- clubs in Bishop Heber College ,  Bishop Thorp College , Bishop’s college of Nursing. 
Green clubs schools, Orientation for women’s fellowship, Youth Movement and Sunday School- Eco 
awareness through Diocesan magazine,  documentary films, Posters,  street palys etc. vacant lands tree 
plantation, write regularly on environmental issue in diocesan magazine. 
Dr.Daniel Vincent,  2)Rev.Sakaria Kiubakaran, 3) Mr. Prabhakaran, Rev.C.Frederic  
 
4)Thoothukudy Nazareth Diocese 
Our motto:  Cleaner and Greener Villages. Strengthen  eco-clubs in schools and Colleges, Plastic free 
villages and Towns, Rallies of Students and Youth, Planting of trees , Eco-awareness for pastors and   
Church  leaders, Rain water harvesting programme. 
Rev. J Thangadorai, 2)Ms. Olimba Jebavasan,  3) Rev.D.G.A.Thomas ,  
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5)Tirunelvely Diocese 
World Environment day celebration  – one page in Diocesan magazine for environmental issues, training 
for pastors and youth, tree planting, Jatropha plantation,  
Dr.A.Selvin Samuel,  
 
6)Madurai Ramanad Dicoese 
Eco clubs in Schools and Colleges  , training  programmes for teachers, competitions in eco-
painting, eco-drawing, eco-essay etc. Tree planting, Ecological Sunday. 
Rev. Abraham Renold, Mrs. Santhya Rani, Rev. P.Jayachandran, Prof. Mrs. Monicka Rathinakumar' 
 
7)Madras  diocese 
 People oriented programmes,  Eco-vision Sunday in February, Celebrating February as Eco-
vision month, Eco-Study circle in every first Tuesday of the month,  Cluster level study 
programme in pastorates,  Training for teachers , students, pastors.. International conferences 
Rev.T. Kumar,  2) Mrs. Joy Paasanna, 2) Dr.J Azariah ,  
 
Andhra Pradesh 
1)Karimnagar Diocese 
Eco-awareness programmes for youth , clergy, and women. Eco-prayer day once in a month, 
Eco-Christmas programmes- Christmas cards-recycle paper –fund raising, orientation through 
Diocesan Magazine, Eco-partnerships with other organizations, eco-painting competition for 
children, tree-plantation, supplying seed to women for kitchen Garden-  planting of mango tree 
saplings is going on 
Rev.K.Edward Jayakumar, 2)Miss Sheebah Krupamayee, Mr. B Johnson, Trained Resource Person- Rev.D. John,  
 
2)Dornakkal Diocese 
Slogan “Each one plant one tree” ` The message will be propagated  through our 20 hostels,  
one degree college, one Junior college, six high schools and  primary schools. All our 
institutions will be green.-Rain water harvesting  Seminars in Diocesan level and Congregational 
level. 
Rev.S.J.Kantharao,Rev.T.Praveen Abrham, Rev. N Syam Sunder,  
 
3)Medak Diocese 
Will strengthen eco-department, conduct awareness  programmes to pastors and heads of 
institutions, eco-clubs will be started in schools,  support governments programmes, prepare 
charts, banners, slogans, street plays, etc. 
Rev. B Winston, , Rev.M.Jayanand,  
 
4)Nandyal 
Strengthen  eco-committees,  Eco-awareness programs for pastors  and clergy,  planting of 
trees, Partnership with Korean  Church in planting coconut trees, promoting partnerships. 
Rev.Abraham Premchand,  2) Mr. M.S.Stephen, S.Premanathan,  
 
5)Krishna Godavari 
Will arrange eco-awareness programmes 
Rev..K.Edwin Sudhakar, Mr. B Daniel Rajkumar,  
 
6) Rayalseema ( No response) 
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Karnataka 
 
1)Karnataka Northern Diocese 
Formation Ecological committee, creating awareness among  the Church members and school 
students, Adopting a village, Rain water harvesting, identify talented writers and encourage 
them to write on environmental issues, Environmental day Sunday will be celebrated.  
Rev.samuel S.Sakkari, 2) Prof. Sujatha E Birnur, 3) Prof. Sangeetha Prabhakar, 
 
2)Karnataka Southern Diocese 
Awareness programme for clergy, Sunday schoo teachers, youth fellowship members, women’s 
fellowship members,   Awareness through literature Ecological Sunday Seminars,  special order 
of Worship 
Rev.Premkumar Soans,   , Mr. George Kaikkada, Rev.Grateful Jayasekhar,  
 
3) Karnataka Central (No response) 
 
Kerala 
 
1)North Kerala ( no projects) 
Rev. Jayasingh Chandra, CSI Bugalow,CSI Christ Church, Munnar, 685612, 09447448342, Mr. Suresh Benjammen, 
Near CSI Church, madayi, kannur Dist, Rev. Paul Joseph, CSI diocesan office, Shoranur-1, 447995446 
 
2) South Kerala( no projects) 
Rev. I Baby, CSI Church, Puthoor, PO, Kottarakara. 691507  
 
3) East Kerala 
Start Eco-clubs in schools and parishes. Net working with other organizations.Rev. Josline P 
Chacko, CSI Church, Passuppara PO, Idukki 685502 mobile: 09846639155, 09447064438 
 
1)Madhya Kerala Diocese 
Diocesan Ecological Convention in January,  Environmental Sunday, Environmental Day,  
Green Home, Green Parish, Green School awards, deputation of environmentalists to all the 
parishes to deliver sermon on ecological Sunday, Eco pilgrimage, Eco-clubs in all schools, 
Competitions in eco-essay, Rain water harvesting, Green audit, Seminar eco-architecture, 
distribution of vegetable seeds,  training for clergy, youth, Sunday school teachers, Eco-
Committees in Diocesan, District and pastorate levels, Seminars, networking with other eco-
groups- Got Green diocesan Award from  CSI Synod.  
Rev. Thomas K Prasad, Rev.P.K.Kuruvilla, Rev.Viju Varkey, Prof. Sucy Abraham, , Mr.Varkey Kurian, Rev.Mathews 
P Oommen,  
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Annexure 3 
Our Church and Our Plan –Paper Submitted to ARC 
 The Synod Ecological Committee decided to concentrate in  seven key areas in association 
with ARC programme. We have chalked out  many projects for the coming seven years 
manifesting  our vision and mission statements.  
 
THE 7 KEY AREAS 
 

1. ASSETS 
2. EDUCATION 
3. WISDOM AND PASTORAL CARE 
4. LIFESTYLES 
5. MEDIA AND ADVOCACY 
6. PARTNERSHIPS AND ECO-TWINNING 
7. CELEBRATION 

 
1. ASSETS 

1. Plant Trees and Manage Communal Land: The members of Church of South India 
will plant as many trees as they can to improve the green cover. Forests are one of the 
most effective carbon sinks and critical for preserving the ecological balance. Besides 
other plants, emphasis will be given in promoting the planting of Vetiver, Jatropha and 
Mangroves. These three plants are all ecologically significant, especially in the context 
of  Global warming and the shortage of groundwater.  The proposal to promote their 
planting in all lands owned by CSI has been accepted and if any Dioceses would like to 
plant the above the plants in a massive scale, funding will be given. In June 2009, the CSI 
Synod urged all its 4 million members to plant at least one tree during the month of June 2009. 
This was linked to the UN Environment Programme’s tree-planting initiative. It also urged 
individual parishes to manage their  churchyards  to  benefit  wildlife eg through planning a 
Nature Trail pointing out different trees, plants, wildlife, and stone used in the building and 
gravestones.  
2. Green lighting: We will promote the use of compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs) which use 
one-third of the power of conventional bulbs. The Indian government has launched a massive 
programme to popularise CFLs by launching schemes to encourage consumers to buy them. It 
can lead to reduction of 10,000 MW of electricity. 
3. Green Fencing: Instead of concrete compound walls that consume loads of cement 
and brick, not to mention steel (all huge carbon emitters) there is a rising trend of 
growing fences through cultivating bamboo and vetiver instead. They are far more eco-
friendly and act as great sinks for carbon. Hence we promote the use of bamboo and 
vetiver in fencing of Churches and of School campuses.   
4. Green Water Charging: We will promote the digging of mud pits in all the lands of 
our churches and on the land of our congregations in order to harvest rain water which 
will recharge the ground water. Bore wells that form the major source of India’s water 
supply are now beginning to run dry. Digging for them is getting even deeper and 
costlier. Groundwater accounts for nearly 40 per cent of the available water resources in 
India, meeting 85 per cent of the rural requirement and 50 per cent of urban and 
industrial needs. But most states are experiencing an alarming fall in water table as 
groundwater is being over-exploited. There is need for mandated water harvesting and 
recharge zones in urban areas. There is also need to recharge deep aquifers and 
prevent their over-use. India gets an average of 600 mm of rainfall a year. This means a 
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total precipitation of 4,000 billion metric tonnes—a mini sea of water deluging us every 
year. Yet, as much of 75 per cent of this is lost due to run-offs. As a result many parts of 
the country are water-stressed and in danger of turning into water-scarce regions in the 
next 30 years. That may sound far off but the interim could be harsh with daily battles 
over water. There is an urgent need to improve water-harvesting systems and put the 
deluge to more productive use. As part of the CSI Synod programme for June 2009 
each member was asked to dig one pit to harvest rainwater falling on their rooftop. This 
was needed to help to stop desertification, and to encourage people to be more 
thoughtful of where their water comes from. 
5 Green Equipment: We will promote the use of energy efficient instruments as far us possible. 
 6. Green cooking and lighting: Community biogas plants are back in business. Cow 
dung and human waste is used as cooking gas and for lighting in villages. It helps 
improve sanitary conditions and ends the search for firewood. We will promote the use 
of bio gas plants.  
7.Green Home Audits: We will promote a green audit in our homes. The Synod 
ecological committee is requesting all the Dioceses , Congregations and Institutions to 
undergo Green Auditing, and has made a sample questionnaire available. “We have to 
assess how ecologically sound we are.” 
8. Protect threatened and endangered species and their habitats: Dioceses are urged to 
love nature, animals and plants as you love yourself. When animals or birds are domesticated to provide food or 
other products or services, pay attention to ensure their proper care and welfare. Modern biotechnology techniques 
have made it possible to introduce changes in animals and birds to enhance the quality and or productivity of 
products derived from them life milk, meat, leather, etc., but such changes affect their natural lifestyles and may some 
times cause them considerable discomfort. The ethics of introducing such changes in living creatures needs to be 
examined in the light of scriptural teachings. In addition, animals in the wild must be recognised as having certain 
needs for maintaining their life, their “creatureliness” as willed by their Creator, their habitats, and their kinds. 
Destroying the animal world upsets not only the animals but also the ecological balance. Such destruction results 
from poaching, abusive use in entertainment, animal sacrifices and pollution and destruction of their homes and 
habitat. Abusive use always takes place when cruelty is involved, and/or the species is over-exploited. Trade in 
animals and animal parts must always be done in accordance with strict ethical criteria. 
Examples of Diocesan action on Assets 
 
Dornakal Diocese is located in 5 revenue districts in Andhra Pradesh, one in Orissa and one in 
Madhya Pradesh. It is covered with thick forests, mountains, rivers and fields. Bishop 
Thandrigaru has instructed educational institutions to plant trees at their institutions and also at 
Church premises. Now our Churches are green. For example at Cathedral and Kothagudem it 
has grown a beautiful garden in front of the Church. We are planning to have gardens in all the 
Churches. There are two Hospitals in our Diocese covered with gardens and trees. We are 
thankful to our Bishop for encouraging the Diocese to be a green Diocese, for educating people 
to avoid the use of plastics and to use paper bags, and for educating the people to use the 
VermiComposite in agricultural fields and not to waste water. A rainwater harvesting project has 
been proposed and is planned before the 2010 monsoon. Three Diocesan  hostels were 
furnished with solar panels in 2009. There are a total of 20 such hostels in the Diocese, and 
each is now offering the slogan “each one plant one tree” – along with the degree college, the 
Junior college and six schools. 
 
Thoothukudy Nazareth Diocese  has the motto: Cleaner and Greener Villages. It is 
strengthening eco-clubs in schools and Colleges, encouraging plastic-free villages and towns, 
supporting rallies of students and youth, making time for planting of trees, promoting eco-
awareness for pastors and  Church  leaders, and participating in a rainwater harvesting 
programme. 
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Karimnagar Diocese is involved in tree-plantation, supplying seed to women for kitchen 
gardens, and planting mango saplings 
 
Karnataka Northern Diocese is adopting a village (developing a model eco-village spending 
money of the Diocese), and undertaking rain water harvesting,  
Madhya Kerala Diocese In 2008 the Christian Women’s Fellowship in Kottayam, Kerala, India set 
up a snack centre in the middle of their town. It was the first outlet in Kottayam to run on biogas. Set up 
costs were comparatively high – at 40,000 Rs (around US$1000) - but they are confident that not only will 
they make it up within a year from reduced fuel bills, but that they will become an example of 
environmental excellence and an inspiration to other businesses and households. Most of the parishes 
and the schools and Colleges have rain water harvesting tanks and pits. Rain water falling on the roof top 
of  Bishop Moore College, Mavelikara  is collected in two small wells. Because of this there is no water 
shortage during the summer. Malayala Manorama selected Bishop Moore College as the best College in 
Kerala in 2008  for introducing best rain water harvesting techniques. The College bagged Rs. One Lakh 
as award prize from Manorama.    

2. EDUCATION 
 
The Church of South India is the only Church in India with a special wing for environmental 
concerns since 1992. Hence we can use the official platform of the Church to educate the 
Clergy and laity on eco-theology  
CSI urges dioceses and parishes to plan educational campaigns through which the 
members of the congregations are made aware of environmental issues and why God’s 
creation is hurting. Recommended processes included: 

 Designating a person and select a committed group of lay people or teachers to form 
an Eco- Management committee. The committee becomes responsible for guiding the 
development of the management plan, for instituting and monitoring practices, and for 
being alert over time to better and improved approaches, means, and technologies of 
eco-management. 

 Creating an education plan to inform, teach, and train all users of the buildings and 
grounds of the church and School in eco-management. Such a plan can call for special 
events and training sessions as well as integrate the concerns into the regular 
curriculum. Education is critical to the success of any conservation program. 

 Waste Management education in schools, with pupils designing posters, writing 
essays, producing a drama, and making other presentations to the adults about 
recycling. Study the economics, environmental considerations, and long-range 
consequences of recycling for developing a sustainable society. As a hallmark of 
operation should be the phrase "Reduce, Reuse, Recycle."  

 Curriculum: A variety of educational and promotional programs need to be created as a part of launching 
the new approach to facility management. The consciousness of the staff, membership, and other users 
needs to be raised significantly and in sync with each other. The educational phase also needs to be an 
ongoing process, written into each age-level of education (including adults). Reminders should be highly 
visible throughout the buildings and grounds. Every decision must have built into it an environmental 
consciousness which is not merely one more component, but instead, runs throughout the whole, as does 
any other portion of our basic commitment and covenant with God. 

 Eco-leadership Programme The Synod Ecological Concerns Committee decided to give 
Green Leader Manager Training to Diocesan leaders. A Green Leader should: “organise 
programmes, raise funds, propagate ecological ideas, be a coordinating link between the 
diocesan authorities and the people... Training is necessary for uniform activities in all the 
dioceses.” The first regional conference in Eco-leadership took place in Andhra Pradesh, 
Tamilnadu, Karnataka and Kerala between September, and November 2008. On each occasion 
the host Diocese bore the expense of boarding and lodging, with travelling allowances given from 
CSI Synod. In addition an eco-leadership programme was held from 21-22 August 2008 at CSI 
Centre, Chennai, which included a dynamic full day’s training based on the UN-ARC Seven Year 
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Plans. Three leaders from each diocese attended the programme, and reported greatly improved 
motivation to act on ecological issues. In July 2008 a three day Training programme in 
biodiversity, stewardship and conservation was organized for 16 teachers representing all our 
Diocesan Higher Secondary Schools and each in charge of a branch of the National Green Corps 
(NGC). The training included a field trip to the Indira Gandhi Wildlife Sanctuary. 

 Eco-resource training camps The first three-day training for resource persons from different 
dioceses took place in September 2008 at Kottayam. It was a new experience for the Clergy. 
Here are some of the comments: “The resource persons training camp really ignited our minds 
and souls with a new outlook”. (Rev. Abraham Premchand, Presbyter of  Holy Cross Cathedral, 
Nandyal, Andhra). “Until now we did our mission activities slowly, but after the training I feel a 
sense of urgency” (Rev. J Joshua Kamachander from Coimbatore Diocese,TN). “After this 
training I have decided to organize an eco awareness conference for clergy and laity in 
Karnataka. We will identify a village and make efforts to transform the people to an eco-friendly 
life style. The training was impressive in all respects”.  (Rev.S.S Sakkari from Karnataka Northern 
Diocese)  “I am really fortunate to be a participant of this training programme, I am inspired and 
have decided to be a committed eco-leader in our diocese”.  (Rev.D. John from Karimnagar 
Diocese, Andhra).  

 Green Diocese, Green Parish, Green College and School Awards (see 
‘Celebrations’) 

 Other: CSI schools should have a bulletin board dedicated to environmental issues, 
place signage throughout both the building and the grounds as a tool for instruction, 
gentle reinforcement, and awareness. And both schools and seminaries are 
recommended to include environmentally related symbolism in the classrooms and 
along the hallways. 

Examples of Diocesan Action on Education:  
Kanyakumary Diocese is commited to strengthening the Eco-clubs in Schools and Colleges, 
with ecological awareness classes arranged through Churches. They have requested the 
Bishop to  start a department in the Diocese for ecology. Other plans include eco-lessons in 
Sunday School, competitions on environmental  topics in essays, paintings, and slogan writing. 
Also World Environmental  Day celebration, Environmental  Sunday will be celebrated (also see 
Celebrations) The Ecological Concern Committee (ECC) of CSI Kanyakumari Diocese 
conducted an Environmental Awareness  Programme  on  Global  Warming in February 
2009.The objective was to boost awareness about global warming among technical students 
and  Sunday  school  teachers,  to conserve the Earth for the welfare of future generations.  
 
Coimbatore Diocese arranged Ecological Sundays, as well as Ecological awareness  
programmes to teachers and students, Eco-leadership programmes, an Eco-youth rally, Eco-
stickers and handbills, competitions in eco-topics and  eco awareness programmes for clergy 
and lay leaders  
Trichy Tanjavore Diocese is strengthening eco- clubs in Bishop Heber College, Bishop Thorp 
College , Bishop’s college of Nursing. Also introducing green clubs in schools, and 
environmental orientation for the Christian Women’s Fellowship 
Madurai Ramanad Dicoese Eco clubs in Schools and Colleges, training  programmes for 
teachers, competitions in eco-painting, eco-drawing, eco-essays etc. Tree planting and 
Ecological Sunday. 
Madras Diocese is promoting environmental training for teachers, students and pastors. The 
Eco-Vision Department organised a seminar for 150 Sunday School teachers. It also runs a 
study circle to promote eco-awareness, and has arranged seminars on flora and fauna, cosmic 
ecology, global warming, and marine ecology.  
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Karimnagar Diocese has organised an eco-painting competition for children, with the theme 
“My World A Dream World.” As one of the organisers reported, “the response was wonderful. 
The Spirit of Ecology started to take its flame in young hearts too.” 
 
Karnataka Northern Diocese has formed an Ecological committee, creating awareness among  
the Church members and school students 
East Kerala Start Eco-clubs in schools and parishes. Networking with other organizations 
Madhya Kerala Diocese is organising Green School awards, a deputation of environmentalists 
to all the parishes to deliver sermon on ecological Sunday, Eco-pilgrimage, Eco-clubs in all 
schools, competitions in eco-essays, seminars on eco-architecture, distribution of vegetable 
seeds, training for clergy, youth, Sunday school teachers, Eco-Committees in Diocesan, District 
and pastorate levels, seminars, networking with other eco-groups. It has been awarded Green 
diocesan Award from  CSI Synod. The Eco-training was given to the teachers who were in 
charge of Eco-clubs. 

3. WISDOM AND PASTORAL CARE 
 
* Seeing Climate Change as a Moral Issue: The CSI Synod Ecological Concerns Committee 
has been alerting all the Dioceses to recognize  climate change as a moral issue. It is important 
for us to encourage members of our congregations to take action to limit their contributions to 
climate change as an expression of their faith.  We are called to encourage one another and 
build up each other. (1 Thessalonians).    
 
* Setting up Creation-awareness centres: Each Green congregation should see itself as a centre 
for exploring the scriptural and theological foundations for caring for Creation. We also will learn from 
people suffering the severe impact of environmental degradation. Churches should seek to develop as 
creation-awareness centres in order to exemplify principles of stewardship for their members and 
communities, and to express both delight in and care for creation in their worship and celebration. They 
should particularly aim to produce curricula and programs which encourage knowledge and care of 
creation. The Christian community must initiate and support the process of education (for all its members) 
on the Christian approach to environmental ethics. When all the congregations in a Diocese become 
Green Parishes it will become a Green Diocese, and when all the Dioceses become Green Dioceses it 
will become a Green Church. The CSI Synod Board of Ecological Concerns urges 22 Dioceses to 
become Green Dioceses. 
 
* Laying the Scriptural and theological basis for congregational actions. This can provide 
an exciting study with the entire church and School, though the Eco-Management Committee 
may want to lead it. 
* Forming special study groups or task forces around specific environmental issues, Bible 
study, or theological concerns 
* Reporting of Ecological Activities of the Diocese for self-reflection and improvement 
* Encouraging prayers and liturgies which include God’s Earth and people working  to  
protect  
biodiversity.  
 
Diocesan Action on Theological Wisdom 
 
Madras  Diocese Eco-Study circle in every first Tuesday of the month 
 
Karimnagar Diocese Eco-awareness programmes for youth , clergy, and women.  
Dornakkal Diocese Seminars at Diocesan and Congregational levels. 
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Medak Diocese conducting awareness programmes to pastors and heads of institutions, eco-
clubs will be started in schools, support governments programmes, prepare charts, banners, 
slogans, street plays, etc. 
Nandyal Strengthen eco-committees, Eco-awareness programs for pastors  and clergy 
Karnataka Northern Diocese Formation Ecological committee, creating awareness among  the 
Church members and school students 
Karnataka Southern Diocese  Boosting awareness through literature, Ecological Sunday 
Seminars,  special orders of Worship 
Madhya Kerala Diocese  has organised a deputation of environmentalists to all the parishes to 
deliver sermons on Ecological Sunday 

4. LIFESTYLES 
 
As members of Green Church, we commit ourselves to personal lifestyles that contribute to the 
health of the environment 
 
* Environmental tithing: We challenge ourselves, particularly those of us who are 
economically secure, to tithe environmentally. Tithers would reduce their burden on the earth’s 
bounty by producing 10 percent less in waste, consuming 10 percent less in non-renewable 
resources, and contributing the financial savings we have made to Earthcare efforts. 
Environmental tithing also entails giving time to learn about environmental problems and to work 
with others toward solutions. 
* Using and advocating public transport and other environmentally sound alternatives: 
Leave your car and two-wheeler at home whenever possible. Instead, choose public transport, 
carpooling, walking, bicycling. When purchasing a new car or two-wheeler, look for the most 
fuel-efficient model you can find. 
* Fasting: Choose a day to fast. For 24 hours, eat no solid foods and drink only water and fruit 
juice. Set aside time to pray. Meditate on your broken relationship with creation and ask God to 
lead you to repentance and a new faithfulness. 
* Play nature games at Sunday school and coordinate walks/hikes through local nature tails, 
preserves and parks. Bring  along identification guides to trees, plants and birds to try and figure 
out what you are seeing.  
 
* Support local, national, and international conservation charities 
* Monitoring use of resources. The CSI SECC has taken up eco-conservation very seriously. 
The first thing we did is SWOT analysis, which really helped us in knowing our strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities and threats. We will also promote a green audit in our homes.  
* Recycling and living more simply: The two gospel words, “Saving” and “Restoring” have very 
practical implications for our use of the earth’s resources. Begin saving and recycling, newspapers. 
Donate money to an environmental organisation or to an international ministry among the poor. Use 
recycled paper for Christmas cards and gift wrap. Respect the environment in the gifts you select. Look 
for ways of saving energy (and money) in your home. When purchasing appliances, look for low-energy, 
high-efficiency models. Conduct a thorough audit of the energy use in your church buildings and 
programs. Look for ways that energy can be saved. Turn off lights, fans, and air conditioners when not in 
use.  
* Gardening: Plant a corner of your yard or borrow a corner of someone else’s. Learn what 
crops thrive in your climate, what pests might be likely to attack them, and how you might 
combat those pests with little or no resort to chemicals. Find out what organic fertilizers are 
readily accessible. If you prepare your own food, begin composting vegetable wastes (such as 
rinds, pulp, eggshells and seeds). This need not be an overwhelmingly complex process. Simply 
bury your waste in your gardening area, or deliver them regularly to a friend who gardens. Talk 
to a Christian farmer about the issues he or she faces in working the land lovingly. Water - so 
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ordinary, so taken granted - is a wonderful gift from God. Examine your water-use habits. How 
can you save water? 
 
* Reduce carbon consumption as a spiritual exercise: CSI wants to equip its members to 
explain to others the reasons for their actions – which are excellent ways for your congregation 
to proclaim the good news and build up the body of Christ.  
 
* Encouraging rediscovery of old agricultural techniques: Modern methods of agriculture with 
their inputs of chemical fertilizers and pesticides may lead to pollution of groundwater and other problems. 
Such pollution can produce health problems for human and animal populations. Chemical fertilizers fail to 
sustain the natural nutrients in the soil, resulting in reduction of crop productivity and eutrophication of 
surface waters. Often in the past, pests were controlled and the nutrient status of the soil maintained by 
practices such as crop rotation, inter- cropping, multiple cropping, etc. It is necessary to identify 
successful traditional practices and upgrade them as appropriate in order to develop or recover 
appropriate site-specific technologies which enhance crop productivity without degrading the 
environment. 
Examples of Diocesan Action on Lifestyles:  
KARNATAKA SOUTHERN DIOCESE: proposed a Seven Year Plan under the ARC-UN 
Programme, through establishing an ECO MONITORING AND TRAINING CELL to oversee 
programmes and activities directed towards protecting, preserving and promoting ecology with 
branches at least to District Level. Experts and specialists will be   nominated as members.  
 
Karimnagar Diocese: running Eco-prayer day once in a month, Eco-Christmas programmes 
Madhya Kerala Diocese: Eco pilgrimage 
 

5. MEDIA AND ADVOCACY 
 
* National Consultation: CSI is encouraging dialogue between Eco Church Groups and 
secular eco groups  
 
* International Ecological Conference: In 2008 the Madhya Kerala (Central Kerala) Diocese 
organized an International eco conference. This helped us to link up with International eco activities and 
organizations, and as a direct effect CSI is now working fully with the ARC-UNDP Seven Year Plan 
Programme, and has created this plan which will be launched internationally at Windsor in November 
2009. 
 
* Increase government support for environmental protection and energy conservation 
programs: Churches are recommended to keep track of how your governmental leaders 
react or respond on environmental issues. Make your congregation aware of the statements and 
actions through a regular column in your church newsletter. Ask people to consider this 
information when voting. 
* Explore ways of getting media coverage for an issue that concerns you. Letters to the 
editor, paid  advertisements, and public service announcements are avenues open to everyone. 
Public policy makers are far more likely to respond to an issue that has generated public 
concern. 
* Bring people together in an annual Eco-Stewardship conference with invited experts. 
Stagger the Eco-Stewardship conference about six months apart from the Environmental 
Festival. 
* Use your own media: Publicize what is happening on the environment in your regular 
church/School newsletter and bulletin; in a periodic "Eco-Times" church/School publication; in 
the local newspaper, radio, and television; and in your denominational news outlets. Make it a 
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key element within your church's website. Talk it up in the community as a point of significant 
expression of faith. 
 
* Create a Diocesan Eco Calendar: All Diocesan eco committees are requested to publish an 
eco-calendar showing their activities, and get the approval of the Diocesan Bishop.  
 
* Eco-news Bulletin: CSI has decided to publish an eco-news bulletin every six months. 
Reports of all the activities in the dioceses will be published. It is the duty of the ecological 
committee member representing the dioceses to collect all the materials from the Dioceses and 
send it to the convener.  
* Books and CDs: the Synod Ecological Concerns Committee has recently published five 
books on this issue including Reconciling With Nature (in English, Telungue, Karnataka, 
Tamil and Malayalam), God is Green, Eco Vision and Mission (for Sunday School Students) A 
Christian response to ecological crisis and Green Gospel. It has also issued 1000 CDs 
containing ecological songs from Sunday School Children. 
* Manifestos: the CSI was a signatory to the Uppsala Interfaith Climate Manifesto 2008  
of Faith traditions addressing Global Warming  
 
* Special Environmental issues in magazines. For example Thirusabai Malar Diocese 
declared the September 2008 issue of its monthly magazine Thirusabai Malar as an 
Environmental Special. Articles, short stories, and information on environmental issues were 
published 
 
* Advocate for clean air, both indoors and outdoors, and clean water: The principle that the 
“polluter pays” and that “one person cannot exploit or pollute another person’s source of living” 
must take account of who the polluter is. He or she is often the actual consumer on whose 
behalf the producer acts. Shaping technology so as to prevent pollution and or reduce it at 
source can often be much cheaper than cleaning it up later. The Bible insists that the 
environment be protected. 
Diocesan Action on Advocacy and Media:  
Trichy Tanjavore Diocese: Organises Youth Movement and Sunday School  Eco awareness 
through Diocesan magazines, documentary films, Posters, street plays, as well as writing 
regularly on environmental issue in the Diocesan magazine. 
Tirunelvely Diocese dedicates a page in the Diocesan magazine for environmental issues 
Karimnagar Diocese runs fundraising and ecological orientation through Diocesan Magazine, 
 
Medak Diocese supports government programmes and practices advocacy through charts, 
banners, slogans, street plays, etc. 
Karnataka Northern Diocese has identified talented writers and encouraged them to write on 
environmental issues 
 

6. PARTNERSHIPS AND ECO-TWINNING 
 
“Gather information on soil contamination, air and water pollution and endangered species and  
make it available to church members. Invite  learned persons to speak at your church”  
* Arrange Dialogue and Programmes with other environmental groups.  
* Arrange environment programs and eco-partnerships with other churches 
* Create networks with groups with whom you thought you had nothing in common, but with 
whom the environment is a shared concern. 
* Bring in experts, and work together 
Diocesan Action on Partnerships and Eco-twinning:  
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Kanyakumary diocese to collaborate with existing Voluntary Environmental organizations  
 
Karimnagar Diocese: arranging eco-partnerships with other organizations 
 
Nandyal Diocese has created a Partnership with the Korean Church in planting coconut trees, 
promoting partnerships in other areas. 
 
East Kerala Starting Eco-clubs in schools and parishes and networking with other organizations 
 
Madhya Kerala –All the schools and Colleges have eco clubs and networking with 
voluntaty organisations all over India and abroad 
 

7. CELEBRATION 
“We need to recognise that what we do with God's creation around us will have a tremendous 
effect, for good or ill, on the lives of our grandchildren and on the generations of their children 
and grandchildren. By our attitude to God's creation now, we determine the nature of the society 
that will be inherited later this century by the children of our children.”  
 

 Celebrate an Environmental Festival with all age groups participating. Make it an 
annual event. The theme for World Environment Day 2009 was “Your Planet Needs 
You-UNite to Combat Climate Change”. The CSI Synod has already conducted one 
seminar and a National  Consultation  on  Climate  Change  to conscientize our Church 
leaders. We are really proud that as a Church we have taken the initiative in India in 
thinking Globally and acting Locally to mitigate the effect of global warming.  

 Green Diocese, Green Parish, Green College, Green School Awards 
 Celebrate Ecology Sunday and Eco-vision month 

Diocesan Action on Celebration:  
Kanyakumary diocese ,Tirunelvely Diocese, Trichy Tanjore and Karnataka Northern 
Diocese are all celebrating World Environment day. 
 
Madras diocese is holding Eco-vision Sunday in February and celebrating all of February as 
Eco-vision month 
Madhya Kerala Diocese  annual  gathering of eco-activists during the month of January. 
Celebrating World environment Day and Environment Sunday 
(Paper presented by Dr.Mathew Koshy Punnackadu for UNDP and ARC award. Basing on this 
CSI got the UNDP award in 2009) 
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Annexure 4 

Church of south India –Synod Ecological Concerns Committee 
 
Eco-mission priorities for 2011-2020 (Ten Year plan) 
 
1)Planting 
CSI proposes Jatropha/Punna on barren lands, Mangroves in the coastal areas, Vetiver (ground water recharging 
and preventing soil erosion), fruit bearing plants in populated areas. CSI will join hands with ecumenical and 
environmental organizations in planting 20 million plants in the next 10 years. 
 
2)Rain Water harvesting 
 CSI promotes the digging of mud pits in all the lands of our churches and institutions, in order to harvest rain water. 
All the campuses of CSI will have mud pits to harvest rain water, within next three years. CSI will promote rain water 
harvesting, cultivate Vetiver to prevent soil erosion with the support and cooperation of other environmental groups 
 
3) Solar Energy 
Long term planning-  CSI will make necessary arrangements to have  solar-absorbing panels to generate electricity in 
all the institutions owned by CSI. CSI promotes the use of solar energy wherever possible 
 
4)Green cooking and lighting 
Mid term Plan- All the institutions of Church will have biogas facility within next five years. Diocesan eco committees 
will promote biogas plants in their  area. Diocesan eco-committees will promote smokeless ovens also for cooking. 
Diocesan eco-committees will popularize subsidized  smokeless chulas given by State Governments among BPL 
communities 
 
5)Protect threatened and endangered species and their habitats 
Long term plan- CSI will request its members to protect all the groves now existing.  
6)GE Crops 
Short term plan and policy- CSI appeals to the government of India to apply the precautionary principle in the 
introduction of GE crops and not to be influenced by corporate entities that strive to establish their monopoly on every 
aspect of agriculture 
7)Education 
CSI urges dioceses and parishes to plan educational campaigns through which the members of the congregations 
are made aware of environmental issues and why God’s creation is hurting.  
8)Waste Management 
Waste Management education in schools, with pupils designing posters, writing essays, producing a drama, and 
making other presentations to the adults about recycling. As a hallmark of operation should be the phrase "Reduce, 
Reuse, Recycle."  
9)Climate Change as a Moral Issue: The CSI Synod Ecological Concerns Committee has been alerting all the 
Dioceses to recognize  climate change as a moral issue. It is important for us to encourage members of our 
congregations to take action to limit their contributions to climate change as an expression of their faith.  We are 
called to encourage one another and build up each other. (1 Thessalonians). 
10)Natural CalamitiesCertain natural calamities like earthquakes or tsunamis cannot be prevented, but 
precautions and early warning systems can prevent catastrophic outcomes and high death tolls. There are, however, 
natural calamities triggered or at least facilitated by human action: mudslides often occur in regions where 
deforestation has destabilized the soil.  
 
11)Environmental tithing: We challenge ourselves, particularly those of us who are economically secure, to tithe 
environmentally. Tithers would reduce their burden on the earth’s bounty by producing 10 percent less in waste, 
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consuming 10 percent less in non-renewable resources, and contributing the financial savings we have made to 
Earthcare efforts. Environmental tithing also entails giving time to learn about environmental problems and to work 
with others toward solutions. 
12)Recycling and living more simply: The two gospel words, “Saving” and “Restoring” have very practical 
implications for our use of the earth’s resources. Begin saving and recycling, newspapers. Donate money to an 
environmental organisation or to an international ministry among the poor. Use recycled paper for Christmas cards 
and gift wrap. Respect the environment in the gifts you select. Look for ways of saving energy (and money) in your 
home.  
13)When purchasing appliances, look for low-energy, high-efficiency models. Conduct a thorough audit of the 
energy use in your church buildings and programs. Look for ways that energy can be saved. Turn off lights, fans, and 
air conditioners when not in use.  
14)Carbon consumption as a spiritual exercise: CSI wants to equip its members to explain to others the 
reasons for their actions – which are excellent ways for the congregation to proclaim the good news and build up the 
body of Christ.  
15)Encouraging rediscovery of old agricultural techniques: Modern methods of agriculture with their inputs 
of chemical fertilizers and pesticides may lead to pollution of groundwater and other problems. Such pollution can 
produce health problems for human and animal populations. Often in the past, pests were controlled and the nutrient 
status of the soil maintained by practices such as crop rotation, inter- cropping, multiple cropping, etc. It is necessary 
to identify successful traditional practices and upgrade them as appropriate in order to develop or recover appropriate 
site-specific technologies which enhance crop productivity without degrading the environment. 
16)Publicize what is happening on the environment in your regular church/School newsletter and bulletin; in a 
periodic "Eco-Times" church/School publication; in the local newspaper, radio, and television; and in your 
denominational news outlets. Make it a key element within your church's website. Talk it up in the community as a 
point of significant expression of faith. 
17)Bulletin Boards-CSI schools will have a bulletin board dedicated to environmental issues, place signage 
throughout both the building and the grounds as a tool for instruction, gentle reinforcement, and awareness. And both 
schools and seminaries are recommended to include environmentally related symbolism in the classrooms and along 
the hallways 
18) CSI would like to conduct programmes in partnership with other Christian Churches, Other 
religions, secular organisations. Also CSI would like to have partnership and twinning programme with 
national and international organisations.  
19)Celebrate an Environmental Festival with all age groups participating. Make it an annual event. 
Mid term plan- All the Dioceses will arrange one day in a year for environmental celebration. We celebrate 
Harvest festival not as just a time to give thanks for the production of food but also to think about care of 
nature. 
20)Green Home/Church Audits:  CSI  will promote a green audit in our homes/Churches. The CSI Synod 
ecological committee is requesting all the Dioceses , Congregations and Institutions to undergo Green 
Auditing. We have to assess how ecologically sound we are. Green Rating should be given to all dioceses. 
00---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 Paper presented by  Dr.Mathew Koshy Punnackadu at the Eco-mission priorities  consultation of CSI 
held on 24-8-2010 at Chennai.  
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Annexure 5 

 
 
 
 
I 

 

Green Auditing of  the  Eco-activities of the 
Diocese/Pastorate  for Green Rating  

                    January  2012- December 2012 
(Write programmes/items not mentioned in this list- Provide documentary 
evidences also ) 
ORGNISATIONAL  

Dates Total  
Expense 

     1 Diocesan Level Eco committee                                                          Yes/No --------- ------------ 
     2 Pastoral District level Eco Committees                                             Yes/No ------------ ------------ 
     3 Eco Committees in all parishes                                                           Yes/No ------------ ------------ 
     4 How many times the Diocesan Eco committees met        
     5 How many circulars were sent to parishes/Parish Announcements  (Copies)   
II PROGRAMMES     
     1 Rain Water Harvesting      
     2 Vermicopost   
     3  Solar cookers/ lights   
     4  Planting of trees   
     5    
III HALTHY PRACTISES  (Diocesan level)   
     1  Environment Day Celebration   

     2  Environment Sunday Celebration   
     3  Green Parish Award to parishes   
     4  Special session in Diocesan Convention   
     5 Special pages for Environment in Diocesan Magazine   
    
       
IV ECO AWARENESS PROGRAMMES    
     1   Eco Biblical programmes conducted for clergy/laity 

 
  

     2                 ,,                                          Youth Groups 
 

  

     3                 ,,                      Sunday School teachers/students 
 

  

     4                 ,,                       Women’s Group 
 

  

     5 Conf. to  Promote Organic farming  
 

  

6 Anti liquor or drug campaign   
V   FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT & NET WORKING 

 
  

    1 How much money you got from CSI Synod/BDM 
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    2 How much money you got from the Diocese 
 
 

  

    3 How much money generated from members                   
 
                             

  

    4  How much money/Sponsorship  got from Outside CSI 
 
 

  

     5 Networking with how many  other organizations in programmes (Name 
address) 
 
 

  

 
VI  SWOT Analysis 

    1 Strength of  the Ecological Committee your Diocese/Parish 
 
 

    2 Weakness  of  Ecological Committee your  Diocese/ /Parish 
 
 
 

    3 Opportunities of your Ecological Committee of your Diocese /Parish 
    
 
                             

    4  Threats of your Ecological Committee of your Diocese/Parish 
 
 
 

 
Signatures with Name  
 
 
 
Bishop                                 Diocesan Ecological Convener/Secretary                    
 
                                                              
 
   
 


