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CHENNAI: Preaching of the Church in India is likely to get an add-on
to its prime concern of humanity’s salvation in the days ahead as
the powerful entity is all set to go `green’. Waking up to address
the enormity of the global ecological crisis and the resultant
climatic changes, the Church is gearing up for a campaign to
encourage people to refrain from the abuse of the nature’s
resources.

The National Consultation on Global Warming, which commenced
here on Thursday under the auspices of the CSI has suggested that
parishes should be encouraged to incorporate eco-concerns in the
`order of worship’.

The Ecological Concerns Committee of the CSI has broadened its
horizons on a concept level and took it across the representatives of
21 dioceses under its fold in South India in the three day conclave,
which was also attended by delegates from the Syrian Orthodox and
Mar Thoma Churches and Lutheran, Presbyterian and Chaldean
Churches.

The mainstream Catholic Church and other denominations are also
being looked upon as active participants in the initiative.

Presiding over the inaugural session, Rev Thomas Samuel, Madhya
Kerala diocese Bishop and chairman of the Synod EC, said that
Christians have a vision of the world, men and environment, specific
to the faith in God the Creator. The Church must realise that in
addition to preaching humanity’s salvation, it must also tell the
story of redemption of all creations.

Exhorting to consider planting of trees as a celebration of an
Eucharist, the bishop called upon members of the community to
establish a right partnership with the nature and translate it
through measures like the adoption of an ecological architecture if a
new Church building is built as well as to use similar parameters in
the construction of houses. The SECC has already given a call to all
its members to plant one tree each in June 2009 in an attempt to
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contribute their might to mitigate the effects of global warming.
The committee has also asked the members to dig one pit each to
store rain water falling from roof-tops.

Inaugurating the event, A Ramachandran, director of the Centre for
Climatic Change and Adaptation Research, Anna university, Chennai,
said that it was time for the Church and other organisations to
realise the gravity of the ecological issues and step in to provide
their collective strength to undo the damage in various ways,
eventually presenting viable and futuristic models for the whole
society, especially in the developing nations.

Mathew Koshy Punnackadu, general convenor of the CSI SEC,
welcomed the gathering. Rev Issac Mar Phelixinos, executive
committee member of the World Council of Churches, Rev Fredy De
Alwis, secretary, the Christian Conference of Asia, Thailand, and CSI
general secretary Rev Moses Jayakumar offered felicitations.

NCI secretary Rev Azir Ebenezer proposed a vote of thanks. The
meet was noted for paper presentation sessions on related topics of
the focal theme of the conclave.
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